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CHAIRMAN’S LETTER
hope you that you will find this Newsletter of interest as it consists of

I

reports about gardens we visited during the summer illustrated with a
range of maps, prints and photographs found in various magazines

and books. So my letter is much shorter. I would like to especially thank
Mr and Mrs Alan Bowkett who kindly invited us to see their garden at
Croxton Park and I am pleased to report that this raised £900 for the
restoration for Ramsey Abbey Walled Kitchen Garden Trust. This trust has
now been granted charity status and there has been much interest in the
project, even BBC Cambridge Local Radio is now giving weekly progress
reports to listeners on Saturday mornings.
I would very much like to thank all garden owners who have allowed
members to visit their properties this year, the highlight being the garden
at Milton Park which we had all waited patiently for two years to see. We
are giving Sir Philip Naylor-Leyland, Bt a plant of Rhododendron Lady
Alice Fitzwilliam in appreciation of our visit. Christopher Taylor has
kindly donated copies of his articles about the layout of the gardens at
Babraham Park and its water systems for the meadows. Peter Foster, whose
garden we visited this spring at Hemingford Grey, also donated a complete
set of his drawings of every garden folly he has designed including
photographs of those that were constructed.
With the help of William Dalleywater, a pupil of Ramsey Abbey School we
will soon have an informative Website about the Trust and the Walled
Garden Project up and running. We also now have an extensive collection
of slides of many of the parks and gardens in the county and I continue to
lecture about the Trust all over the county, which gives us much publicity.
I would also like to thank your committee members who have been very
supportive this year and also Daphne Pearce who so efficiently sends
tickets and maps for all the visits we arrange.
John Drake

Visit to Jesus College Gardens, Cambridge, 12th May 2004
esus College consists of a site NE of the City centre,
adjoining Midsummer Common on its SE boundary. It is
the largest site among the central colleges, comprising 27
acres. In addition to the Master’s and Fellows’ Gardens are
First and Second Courts, Pump Court, Cloister Court, Chapel
Court, the more recent North Court and Library Garden; all
are enclosed by Jesus Lane and by Jesus Close bounded to the
north by Jesus Grove and Ditch, which separate it from Jesus
Green.

J

A Benedictine nunnery of St Mary and St Radegund, founded
c 1133-38, was suppressed in 1496 on the petition of John
Alcock, Bishop of Ely, whose emblem is found on the College’s
Gate Tower. His new college inherited the lands of the
dispossessed nuns, who operated much of the site as a home
farm employing ploughmen and cattlemen. The nuns had a
garden, probably for herbs and vegetables, and in 1455 a
woman was paid 2d for weeding it. The College did not farm,
but let most of the Close to a tenant farmer.
The College is approached from Jesus Lane along the
‘chimney’, a passageway bounded to the east by the wall of the
Master’s Garden and on the west by the wall of the Fellows’
Garden dating from 1608-9. The latter is composed of narrow
red bricks and reused masonry; the east wall has 5 lengths of

differing brickwork: 19th century stretcher bond, 18th
century Flemish bond, a long run of narrow, yellow bricks in
English bond probably dating from 1681-2, another part of
English bond and, finally, Flemish bond of the 18th century
red brick adjoining the Gate Tower.
The Master’s Garden, a privileged visit by Paul Stearn, Head
Gardener since 1989, has been much changed. Formerly a
knot garden surrounded by pleached trees, it is now more
natural taking advantage of its south-facing sunny position.
There is a wide perennial border, planted with advice from
Piet Oudolf, between the east wall of the chimney and the
drive; east of the drive lies a lawn flanked by rose and shrub
beds and further east a variety of ornamental trees, dominated
by a large Oriental plane, planted in 1902 from an early 19th
century seedling. Near to the Lodge is a herb garden planned
in 1990 by Paul and Lady Renfrew: it is planted with herbs for
both culinary and medicinal uses and includes varieties of
mint, sage, thyme and bergamot. Recent changes including a
patio are dedicated to David Creighton, Master 2002.
Further east, formerly the Master’s fruit and vegetable garden,
is the Quincentenary Library. That part of the garden at the
east end of the chapel had been the nuns’ burial ground and
a circular gravelled area around a yew tree was the first site of
Garlick Fair. This was a two-day fair granted
to the nuns by King Stephen on the vigil and
feast of the Assumption, the 14th and 15th of
August. Woven and dyed cloth from the
Close’s sheep and processed on the site was
sold. Sometime after 1496 the fair was
moved to the west end of the Close and it
survived until 1801.
Moving through the Gate Tower into First
Court, the lawn has Barry Flanagan’s Bronze
Horse sculpture as a central feature, one of
the many sculptures found in the gardens.
Loggan’s print of 1688 shows a very large
walnut tree in a central position; it had
become too dominant and was felled shortly
after 1800. On the north 17th century range
is a fine Wisteria sinensis, planted mid 19th
century and spectacular in early summer. All
other planting here is modern. In Loggan’s
print the westside of the court was bounded
by a high wall. This was later succeeded by a
low wall in Ackerman’s print from 1814.
During the 1960’s this was also replaced by a
new low wall and a planting strip for
summer bedding.
To the south of First Court is the Fellows’
Garden. In Loggan’s print four rectangular
beds are shown with a bowling green to the
west end. Today, a centrally planted Oriental
plane raised from seed collected by Edward
Daniel Clarke on the field of Thermopylae in
1802 dominates the whole garden. A former
Master, Sir Alan Cotterell, described this
garden ‘as a mere flower pot for a tree’. There
are actually other substantial trees in the

Loggan’s plan 1688

Beverell’s view 1727

garden: a Holm Oak planted c1790-92 near the centre of the
northern boundary; the oldest tree –a mulberry – c 1750 to the
west, now mounded and propped, and a black walnut planted
in memory of the Master, Henry Arthur Morgan, in 1912.
Much more recent is a six year old handkerchief tree, which
was in full bloom. Its youthful blooming attributed by Paul to
a heavy dose of potash. The east bed against the wall of the
chimney is of mixed shrubs and perennials including a
birthwort or Dutchman’s pipeflower, the oldest plant in the
College and said to date from the time of the nuns. There is
also a late 18th century timber summer-house, framed by
Tuscan pilasters supporting a pedimented entablature.
Moving west and north of First Court is the Waterhouse
building, 1869-70 and Second Court, where there had been a
square lawn with a central formal garden and circular shrub
bed approached by N,S,E and W paths. All that remains of this
1873 Victorian cross-style design are four pairs of clipped,
bottle yews. The garden was grubbed out in the 1960’s when
the cost of staff, the need for more space and for new paths
providing access to the North Court took priority. North
Court, designed by David Roberts, is now Grade III listed but
after only forty years of use needs a £7 million refurbishment.
Its building provided an opportunity for four very sheltered
beds, two lawns and the opening up of the west side of Second
Court in order to achieve a clear view from North Court to
Pump Court.

On the southern most lawn of Pump Court, the St Radegund
Garden was planted in 1996 as a gift from the College
Graduate Society. It is planted over an ancient well with
species associated with the period of the prioress and includes
a wild pear and ornamental crab.
The Cloister Court lies at the heart of the College and is
surrounded by the conventual buildings present at its
foundation, although modified at that time. Loggan’s print of
1688 shows a rectangular grass lawn, but there is evidence of
roses and laurels, possibly against the walls, some thirty years
earlier. Today, ornamental vines planted about 1951 still
produce dessert grapes, but, shaded by the bulk of the 1152
Chapel, the oldest college building in Cambridge, the Court is
brightened in summer by placing a hanging basket in each
archway. These are a much-loved feature of Jesus College in
this season. There was a major programme of building in the
area east of the chapel starting in 1885, which led to the
formation of Chapel Court with a formal Victorian garden.
This was a square of pleached limes (diseased and removed in
1980) and within a lawn intersected by four radial paths
emerging from a circular path, which enclosed a shrubbery.
The shrubbery and paths were returned to grass before 1925
and there is now a variety of ornamental climbers and shrubs
in the border beside the Carpenter building. Paul mentioned
that one was allowed to walk on the college lawns except at
certain times during the year, but no one is permitted to walk
on the lawn to the east of the chapel. Only three pillars of

the College out to the King’s Ditch
(now Park Street and Lower Park Street)
in the west, Jesus Ditch in the north
and Butts Green in the east. Its
northern part, the Grove, was well
planted with ash trees as early as 1590
and provided a pleasure amenity for
town and gown. There is mention of
seats in 1717 in Cantabrigia Depicta
(1763), the first guidebook to the
University and Town. Ackerman’s print
shows sheep grazing in the Close and
members of the College have played
cricket there since at least 1836.
Grazing continued until 1919 when
cricket took complete precedence.

Custance’s plan 1798

holly remain of the original layout. In 1931 the Morley Horder
building completed this court and its west wing is joined to
the south wall of the chancel of the Chapel by a high brick
wall pierced by a gate.
Since 1996 this gate has provided access to Library Court
designed by the landscape architect Janet Jack. It is a low
maintenance garden but with colour throughout the year. The
same landscape architect specified Wisteria floribunda alba, to
be trained up individual stainless steel ‘rope’ ladders on the
east wall of the Library. But one wisteria does not have white
flowers. It is a rather surprising choice as the bricks used are
very pale. Looking towards the east from the Library is a car
park with a fine group of three Judas trees.
Towards the boundary with Victoria Avenue begins a nature
conservation walk with existing trees and a hedgerow
planting extension and path, leading to Jesus Grove. Paul is
considering a name for this walk – Coleridge Walk – after ST’s
finding inspiration while walking and smoking in the wood,
not I think with the intention of encouraging his present
successors to try out that other plant! The boundary of the
Close along the Avenue took on its present form following the
acquisition of Butts Green in 1930 and is entered by the
Morgan Gates. In 1989 a group of three Wellingtonias was
planted just to the north of these gates. Until 1946 the Close to
the south of the gates was a meadow, when it was ploughed
and laid out as a soccer field. In 1956 a small plantation of
trees and shrubs, including Ginko and Turkey Oak, was
established in the SE corner to screen the College from the
Four Lamps roundabout.
The Close on Loggan’s plan was the whole area surrounding

Today a belt of trees runs along the
south bank of the canalized Jesus Ditch
from the Park Street gate to Victoria
Avenue and the Morgan Gates. No
pesticides are used in this wood and
recently the College has received an
award for its nature conservation. Bat,
owl and bird boxes have been placed on
some trees, mainly horse chestnuts,
ashes and sycamores following the loss
of at least 40 Wych Elms to disease in
1975-85. There are specimen trees and
an avenue of Limes from the Park
Street gate to the North Court. In this
wood is a great litter of leaves and grass
offering cover for a pair of water rails, two pairs of mandarin
ducks, moorhens, mallards and even a resident fox. The garlic
mustard regularly attracts Orange Tip butterflies. There are
plans for new development in the Close but every care will be
taken with the trees and the thatched cricket pavilion.
For nearly a thousand years this plot, outside the city’s
rampart or ditch, has offered a splendid remnant of mediaeval
building in Cambridge and a great area of grass near to the
city centre, adjacent to the surviving meadowlands of the East
fields of Cambridge, Jesus Green and Midsummer Common.
The nuns had been endowed by a Cambridge goldsmith,
William the monk and by two great notables: the Countess of
Boulogne, daughter-in-law of King Stephen and Malcolm IV,
Earl of Huntingdon and King of the Scots. So the nunnery, “a
little cell outside the town of Cambridge” on the site of
Grenecroft and part of the Common Field, continuing as a
college offered attraction to a King. James I’s ideal visit to
Cambridge was to pray at King’s, to dine at Trinity, but to
study and sleep at Jesus. This remote and peaceful site
continues to give pleasure and solace both to scholars of the
College and townspeople of Cambridge.
We are very grateful to Paul Stearn for his most interesting and
informative walk and for giving so much of his time. I am
especially indebted to Christine McKie, who accompanied us
on the walk and who gave me a copy of her husband Duncan
McKie and John Mill’s “The Gardens and Close of Jesus
College”. We and the College are most fortunate that Duncan’s
stewardship of the gardens for many years and Paul’s care have
ensured so much continuity after a thousand years of gradual
change.
Charles Malyon

Visit to Milton Park, Peterborough, on 22nd July 2004, by kind
invitation of Sir Philip Naylor-Leyland.

Milton in Northamptonshire – William Angus, Seats of the Nobility in Great Britain and Wales 1787

t 2.30pm on a sunny Thursday afternoon 40 members
and friends of the Northamptonshire and
Cambridgeshire Gardens Trusts assembled outside the
Estate Office. But this was only a temporary rendez-vous and
after an approximate head count a long convoy of cars drove
through the extensive park towards the house. The parkland
looked beautiful in the sunlight with gleaming white gates,
green green grass and a large flock of sheep grazing
contentedly or wandering nonchalantly in front of the cars.
The mature trees, some standing majestically alone, some in
clumps while others formed distant perimeter belts, all
indicated the stability of an estate owned by a family for the
past 500 years.
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bicycles neatly racked in the stables. There was also a plaque
dedicated to members of the SOE (Special Operations
Executive) code named “Jeds” who had been parachuted into
German occupied France immediately before D-Day. Just prior
to our visit a picture appeared in the Times newspaper of a
handful of surviving Jeds who had returned to Milton after 60
years. For it was here that they trained before leaving on their
dangerous missions. The backdrop to their photograph was
the charming, glowing, classical façade of the clock-tower
stable block.

We re-gathered by the stable-block and were welcomed by the
head-gardener, Duan Bragg, who was to be our guide for the
afternoon. He handed each of us a 9-page history of Milton
Park and the Fitzwilliam Family. This generous hand-out was
one of the most informative I have received on a visit but I am
sure everyone also appreciated the gentle manner in which
Duan took us through the wealth of information contained
therein as we accompanied him on our leisurely walk around
the grounds.

We were also to see this handsome, honey-coloured building
in glorious sunshine. Not only was Talman a talented architect
in his own right but he worked closely with Sir Christopher
Wren. Interestingly, the sister of the 1st Earl Fitzwilliam, Jane,
married Christopher Wren, at the Chapel Royal Whitehall, in
1677. Perhaps the particularly fine quality of this building is
no coincidence. We were now standing in front of the main
house, its impressive facade virtually unchanged since Tudor
times, apart from the dormer and roof which were
modifications by Sir William Chambers, architect to George
III. It faces north across an extensive lawn and what was an
early Deer Park.

Our route began through the carriage arch of the stable block
designed by William Talman in the 1690s for the 1st Earl
Fitzwilliam. We crossed the stable yard and passed through
the far block with its handsome clock tower. WE had already
been told that Sir Philip and his wife, Lady Isabella, have six
children, so it was amusing to see a range of different sized

Walking round the far west end of the house we alighted on
another expanse of immaculately kept lawn. From here we
could admire the sunny south front of the house which, in the
1750’s, had been Georgianised by the architect Henry
Flintcroft. Duan described how in July 2003 Milton Hall had
been the scene of a multi-celebration – 500 years of family

ownership, Sir Philip Naylor-Leyland’s 50th birthday and the
21st birthday of his eldest son, Tom. A grand staircase had
been erected leading from the ballroom down to the lawn
where 350 guests from various Fitzwilliam estates were
entertained to a splendid luncheon.
Our walk continued alongside the wall of the enclosed
gardens, with a view south to the lake with its island and
moored boat. This highly varnished vessel had been newly
commissioned from a young craftsman on the Isle of Wight
and Duan had had the pleasure of seeing it brought from
there to Milton. Turning our backs on the lake we entered
through the beautiful wrought-iron gates, dating from the
1720’s with the arms and coronet of the Earls Fitzwilliam. We
were now in the Italianate garden with a layout, seemingly, of
the Edwardian era. The resident owners at that time were
George Charles Wentworth Fitzwilliam and his actress wife,
Evelyn (nee Lyster). George’s father was the younger brother of
the 6th earl. He had been given Milton in 1857 when the vast
Fitzwilliam estates were divided. Inheritance of the main seat,
Wentworth Woodhouse, Yorkshire, remained with the eldest
sons.
It has been suggested that it is because George and his father
lived at Milton in a more modest style that the house and
grounds were not subjected to Victorian alterations and
extensions. This can be appreciated in the series of walled
enclosures which were first laid out in the early 1700’s. They
retain the gentle elegance of that period with several
charming interlinking gateways with their detailed,
architraved brickwork. The planting of the Italian garden was
mostly to give strength and height, such as agapanthus and
flowering shrubs. On passing into the next walled area one

Milton Park – The Stables

was faced with a very different aspect. Following Miriam
Rothschild’s influence the creation of such meadows is part of
the 21st century gardening mores. But, as with other forms of
gardening, it has its set-backs and Duan’s view was that a
greater depth of top soil should have been removed to obtain
the preferred mix of flowers and grasses. (How wild is wild?)
Apparently the fauna life was good.
We retraced our steps into the Italian garden and exited by one
of the smaller gateways to take the path to the Orangery. This
pleasing, 18th century building is set in a terrace with several
steps leading up to it. Until recently Sir William Chambers was
named as the architect- he certainly carried out extensive
work at Milton – but the Orangery is now attributed to John
Carr of York. There is a general air of exuberance with swags
and fruit carved in stone and large containers of varying dates
and ornamentation. From the building’s raised position there
is an uninterrupted view across the lake to the parkland
beyond. Close by are some very fine trees. In particular, a cedar
of Lebanon and a London plane are both of immense height.
Apparently, the pleasure-grounds around the lake are noted
for the rare trees, but time did not permit a walk through this
area. Humphry Repton produced one of his red books for
Milton in 1791, although much of his work can be seen today.
We re-entered the walled enclosures, one of which is the newly
established vegetable garden – mouthwateringly full of
produce. Throughout these areas espaliered fruit trees are
being trained and one south-facing wall had an iron-bracketed
glass-top overhand (Victorian?) for extra protection. Duan told
us that they had searched extensively and finally found a
grower of the Milton apple which they hope to re-introduce.

Country Life 1912

Milton Park – The Orangery

The impressive restoration discernable in all parts of the estate
was exemplified in the last area of our visit – the glasshouses.
They were impeccable, both inside and out, and even old
heating systems were looking rejuvenated.
Stepping out from the walled enclosures we were back at the
Talman stables. Duan was given a warm vote of thanks and he
and his two fellow gardeners received our admiration for the
scale of their improvements.
We had the pleasure of a return drive through the serenity of
the sunlit park and grazing flock. But immediately beyond the
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he following information is taken from the handout
provided to members who were able to visit Milton:-

In the early 1960s, the concept of new towns was put back on the
national political agenda by three forces; a surge of growth in the
population, congestion and bad housing in the great cities and the
idea that new towns could be ‘growing points’ for regions of
economic decline.
Peterborough was earmarked as a town suitable for major
expansion to alleviate the ever growing need for housing in the
South East.
The gestation period of the new town of Peterborough was nearly ten
years and fierce argument ensued throughout this time over the
position of precise boundaries and how far the development should
proceed to the West and North of the town.

Country Life 1912

gates was the nightmare of the 20th century Peterborough
New Town development with its maze of roundabouts and
dual carriageways. One has only to think of the intensive,
town intrusions at Hinchingbrooke House to realise how close
Milton and the villages of Castor and Marholm came to being
engulfed by urban expansion. Mercifully they have survived,
due in no small part to the efforts of members of the
Fitzwilliam family and their advisors. We are most grateful to
Sir Philip for letting us enjoy this historic landscape during a
delightful, informal afternoon’s visit.
Jill Cremer and Christopher Vane Percy.

It is quite clear that the original designers of the new town envisaged
that Milton would become a Town Hall surrounded by a municipal
park and Marholm and Castor would form an integral part of the
new township much in the same way as Werrington and the Ortons
do today.
In the end it was the creation of Bretton that had the greatest effect
on Milton and in 1969 some 2,000 acres of estate land were acquired
under threat of compulsory powers by Peterborough Development
Corporation to provide land on which to build the new township of
Bretton.
Today the park, some 500 acres in size comprising old pasture and
oak trees originally laid out by Humphry Repton is grazed by a flock
of 1500 commercial breeding sheep – mainly North Country mules.
In addition a small flock of pedigree Jacob ewes has existed at Milton
for well over one hundred years.

Visit to Lynford Hall, near Munford, Norfolk, 22nd September 2004
ver a year ago Jill Cremer and I visited Lynford Hall
following research we were carrying out in connection
with Wood & Ingram’s Nursery. We had come across
Frederick Montagu’s order for fruit trees to be planted in the
walled garden. Having seen the property illustrated with an
aerial photograph showing an extensive formal garden to the
south of the hall in Creating Paradise – The Building of the English
Country House 1660-1880 by Richard Wilson and Alan Mackley 2000,
and read its brief history in Burke’s and Saville’s Guide to Country
Houses Volume III East Anglia 1981, we both thought members
would find this a very interesting site to visit outside the
county boundary.
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The day we chose
turned out to be
cloudy and late in
the afternoon it
did rain, but
everyone thought
the grounds were
well worth a visit.
We were shown
round by a very
sympathetic head
gardener Brian
Skilton
who
explained
that
the
present
building is now
run as a hotel and
conference centre.
The grounds and
gardens
are
managed
and
developed
to
reflect the Hall’s
present use with a
strong
leaning The flower garden at Lynford Hall
towards organic
and environmental interests. He kindly provided everyone
with a coloured guide and Jill handed round a copy of the
aerial photograph and information of the estate.
For those who were unable to attend I include the historical
information, which I hope will give some indication of the
character of the site. Luckily early journals recorded Lynford
Hall with photographs and engravings which serve to
illustrate the descriptions we have gathered about the estate.
Notice how the descriptions in the journals reveal the changes
undertaken in the grounds. Copies have been sent to Brian
Skilton for his records.
Burke and Saville’s Guide states the following about the
property:‘Lynford Hall, Lynford. The present house replaces one
built 1717 by James Nelthorpe and sold in 1856 following
the death of Richard Sutton, 2nd Bt. Built 1856-61 by
William Burn for Lyne Stephens and his wife, a French
ballet dancer, in Jacobean style, red brick with stone
dressings. Acquired ca 1900 by Frederick Montagu. Burnt
1928, but restored 1930 for Sir James Calder, the Scots
distiller. The RC church of Our Lady of Consolation was by
Henry Clutton 1879 for Mrs Lyne Stephens’.
Wilson and Mackley in Creating Paradise state:Lynford Hall, another Breckland estate, was bought with
the proceeds of a London mercantile fortune so extensive

that its new owner, Lyne Stephens, could expend an
incredible £145,000 between 1856 and 1861 on a vast, state
of the art Jacobean style house, designed by the ubiquitous
early Victorian country house architect William Burn.
Even at its peak, the 7,000 acre estate produced an annual
rent of only £2,736. By the 1890s it was on the market.
At the same time as The Prince of Wales’s Sandringham
House was a notable social magnet, Lyne Stephens in the
south-west of the county bought the Lynford Estate.
Epitomising a new purchaser’s interest in ‘a place in the
country’ with sporting rather than agricultural prospects,

The Gardeners’ Chronicle 1884

Stephens, heir to a Lisbon merchant’s fortune, ‘gave £133,000
for Lynford and Tofts 7,770 acres – rental said to be about
£1,800 per ann.’ This was, if Lord Walsingham’s information
was correct, a staggering eighty-four years purchase. Stephens
then spent a reported £145,000 on the house’.
An article in The Gardeners’ Chronicle appeared on Saturday,
September 20th, 1884 which although describing the grounds
concentrates mainly on the state of the walled garden which
lay to the east of the Hall. D.T.F. writes in his article:‘This beautiful seat of Mrs Lyne Stephens is placed in a
small park, surrounded with about 2,000 acres of common
covered with gorse, and is emphatically a game estate. The
mansion, a noble structure of red brick faced with stone,
occupies a sheltered position, and not seen until nearly
reached. Fine carriage drives diverge from the mansion in
various directions – the one towards Brandon reaching a
distance of about 3 miles. These roads are 12 feet wide, well
made and kept, and most of them furnished with
Chestnut, Planes and other trees, planted in avenues at
distance of 18 feet asunder, and 12 feet from the gravel on
either side. The soil is very light, but should the trees once
get up and span these roads their artistic effect, as well as
welcome shadow, will form magnificent additions to the
arboreal grandeur of this fine place. The charming
Wellingtonia avenue, proceeding in a straight line from
the forecourt of the house, has not grown as was
anticipated, the site being too poor for this plant. Several

The East Terrace at Lynford Hall

trees, however, of a more glaucous variety than the type,
have grown with exceptional vigour.
The garden in front of the mansion is one of Nesfield’s
largest and best. It is entered through golden gates,
massive and rich, similar to those that give entrance to the
forecourt at the carriage entrance. Though not so high, the
retaining walls are heavy and massive, with the usual
copings for vases, and there are the customary terraces
with sloping banks of turf, geometrical designs of Box and
flower-beds, borders, with walks of smashed bricks, &c. ;
the whole having a pleasing effect from the terraces, and
from the windows of the mansion. The beds are well
furnished with flowering and foliage plants of the usual
character. It is all very well to find fault with coloured
walks in summer when the usual flowering and foliage
plants give perhaps an excess of glare to the garden; but in
winter, when shrubs or small trees are chiefly used, the
varicoloured walks lighten up their verdure with welcome
tints of colour, which diffuse a much needed sense of
warmth over the landscape. The centre-piece of the garden
is a magnificent mistake – two bulls in marble in mortal
conflict – which might with great propriety be removed to
the forecourt of the mansion and a vase, or some other
appropriate subject, put in its place.
This, however, is merely a matter of taste, and our
illustration gives a good view of the flower garden as it is.
Beyond the garden in front is a small richly wooded park,
with a stream meandering through it, and furnishing the
supply to a long lake to the right. This lake has broad turf

Country Life 1903

edges, on which noble Pampas-grass used to thrive; but
some late winters have proved too cold for them, and the
greater number have passed away. Cool shady walks pass
through shrubberies to the further end of the lake, which
furnished a capital site for a noble fernery.
Standing on the upper terrace, and contrasting the
beauty of the silvery stream with its tiny island, with all
the magnificence of the balustraded garden, the idea
suggests itself whether,r if the water could be widened
here into a lake and brought closer to the mansion, a
richer and more satisfying scene of sylvan and floral
landscape might not have been the result. But our business
is to describe what is, and not what might have been, and
hence we hasten back along a green walk through a woody
shrubbery to the kitchen garden . . . ’
A lengthy and well illustrated article appeared in Country
Life on 28th November 1903 about Lynford Hall and is
completely different in its appraisal of the grounds:–
“The district watered by the Little Ouse, in the
neighbourhood of Brandon, where the river divides
Norfolk from Suffolk, is one of a somewhat remarkable
character, giving many advantages to large estates like that
of Lynford Hall. To the north and south it is known by the
name of the “Breaks” or “Brecks”, meaning ground at some
time broken by the plough. Much of the country is given
up to sheep grazing, and the rest forms fields of light land,
varied with some of the wildest and most extensive tracts
of heath, fir plantations, and rabbit warrens in Norfolk.

The rabbit warrens are famous and 40,000 rabbits have
been sent annually to the London market.
The county with its great over-arching skies, gives a
special character to the neighbourhood of Lynford Hall.
The mansion has an extensive park with very fine avenues,
especially on the south, consisting of oak and lime trees
alternatively. In the flat and open character of the ground
there is something to remind the visitor of Sandringham.
The park is nearly enclosed by wood, and is surrounded by
some 2,000 acres of bracken-covered land, interspersed
with gorse, and forming excellent preserve for game,
which abound hereabout.
James Nelthorpe built in 1720 what Blomfield , the
county historian, called “a very agreeable seat, with
pleasant gardens, plantations, canals, etc.” Mr Nelthorpe’s
house stood on ground now covered by the rose garden of
Lynford hall, but appears to have been extended over part
of the churchyard of the parish of Lynford also. In1856 Mr
Lyne Stephens obtained the property and directed Mr
Burn, his architect, to make a special study of Hatfield
House before working out his plans. Unfortunately Mr
Stephens did not live to see the completion of his work. He
died in 1860, and, though the edifice was ready for
occupation in 1861, it remained untenanted until the
following year. Mrs Lyne Stephens continued to live at
Lynford Hall and at her expense the Catholic chapel was
erected in1879, from the designs of Mr Clutton.
The gardens have beauties which may be surveyed in
the pictures. The Long Water appears to go back to the
canals of Mr Nelthorpe, and much of the planting belongs
to a comparatively recent period. The principal garden,
which is on the south side, descends from the house by
grass terraces to a level space of sward, which is divided by
paths, and is the framework of numberless flower-beds,

The Western Avenue at Lynford Hall

radiant at every season of the year. This place is
particularly rich in its sculpture, and the urns and vases,
like the excellent balustrades and stairways, are all that we
should wish. Noble banks of ornamental trees form the
framework but at the further end there is the enclosure of
a balustrade and the wide outlook through a glade in the
wooded reaches of the park. Another garden on the west
side has formal attraction of a different kind. Here a
bronze group, upon a carved pedestal of stone, is the centre
of a parterre, laid out in curves of well-clipped box,
singularly convoluted in some parts and enframing flowerbeds in others. The arrangement is quaint and attractive.
Then, more to the east, we find a fountain basin, enframed
by a cable moulding, and an annular arrangement of
flower-beds”
In the same edition there follows an article about
‘Shooting at Lynford Hall’ which includes a photograph
depicting ‘The ladies accompany the guns’. The following may
be of interest to members:‘As late as the early sixties, when agriculture was in a
far more flourishing condition than it is at present, a very
large portion of the nearly 8,000 acres which comprise
Lynford Hall estate was under cultivation; but as prices
dropped, much of the land was allowed to go back to
bracken covered heath. Looking across the landscape on an
October morning, the eye carried over an almost unique
expanse of colouring. Acres of brown bracken are framed
in dark velvet-green squares, formed by the belts of Scotch
fir or spruce and the clipped evergreen fences. In other
parts in close juxtaposition to this wild land, are fields of
roots or stubble, all with their trimmed fences of Scotch fir.
These are one of the most remarkable features of the
ground from the sportsman’s point of view also. They were
planted specially for partridge-driving.

Country Life 1903

The ladies accompany the guns at Lynford Hall

During the present summer torrential rains in June
and July worked havoc with the young partridges; but it is
hoped that the pheasants may make up for the deficiency.
As a change from the almost inevitable Labrador
retriever, readers may be glad to note the little Cocker
spaniel at work. He is an excellent little dog at work, with
a first-class nose. The quickness of some spaniels when on
a running bird is remarkable, and when once they can be
got thoroughly in hand they have few equals, provided that
they are not in high turnips. Somehow the spaniel seems
to be more of a gentleman’s dog, a pet and companion,
than the hard working and otherwise uninteresting
retriever, who is almost always associated in the mind with
a velveteen-coated keeper’.
Brian Skilton, the head gardener, had written an
informative account of the management and development of
the grounds. Today the present Lynford Hall estate covers 27
acres of parkland and formal gardens, which are the remains
of the former layout established in the 1850s for Yolande Lyne
Stephens. This he explained in more detail as we walked
round, starting with the entrance courtyard which was
thickly planted with herbs for use by the chef in the

The long water at Lynford Hall

Country Life 1903

restaurant. The avenue of
Wellingtonias had suffered
badly in recent years from
lethal
honey
fungus
attacks, a more natural
approach to mowing
around the trees has
proved
successful
in
containing the fungus.
Since 1999 the grass
mowing
regime
has
drastically altered and
broad areas are left
unmown, allowing for a
more natural and wildlife
environment. Pathways
are mown through the
wilder areas to encourage
visitors to wander.

In the ‘Italian Garden’
to the south of the Hall a Victorian exuberance has been
achieved using prairie grassland and Mediterranean plants
which looked very good the afternoon we were shown round
These plants have to be completely muntjac-proof although
the golden yew topiary is admired for its tastes by these
unwelcome deer. A vegetable ground to the south-east was
often under water but it did provide the restaurant with
vegetables throughout the year. The wooded area immediately
to the east of the house is filled with mobile homes which
have been the subject of reports on local radio and television
programmes, and further to the east outside the grounds now
owned by the estate is a young arboretum cared for by the
Forestry Commission.
Immediately to the east of the arboretum is the walled
kitchen garden to which Wood & Ingram sent fruit trees. This
appears to be privately owned and one would very much like
to get inside to see where Mr Lee the head gardener in 1884
grew the finest crop of Peaches and nectarines ever seen by
D.T.F. growing in a long glass case 360 feet long by 9feet wide.
‘Nothing can exceed the health and vigour of the trees, unless
it be the enormous crops of fruit of the highest quality and of
good size, with which they are laden from top to bottom. The
cause of this great
success were pointed out
on the spot. These were
copiously waterings and
frequent transplanting
and renewal of trees. A
constant
stream
of
sewage has been flowing
over the roots of the
different divisions in
this long case for three
months. This is carefully
stored from all sources
in and around the
mansion, and raised by a
steam
engine,
and
conveyed on to the roots
by
simple
wooden
troughs. Hence through
this tropical season, the
roots have never once
suffered from lack of
water, and no trace of
aphis, spider, or thrips is
seen’.

Country Life 1903

John Drake

Association of Gardens Trusts –
Conservation and Planning Workshop
ecently Headquarters held a Study Day related to the
above topic, and below are items from papers given
which may be of interest to members regarding
conservation of Historic Parks and Gardens:–

R

policies in drafting one for historic parks and gardens.
Some authorities have drawn up supplementary planning
guidance on the constraints applying to development in
and/or management of historic parks and gardens.

The Garden History Society produced the following
document in 1992 which was subsequently revised in
September 1995 and again in September 1998:

Registered sites are of national importance but the county/
district/city/borough will have a significant number of
other sites which contribute to the regional or local
environment and heritage which ought to be protected
and conserved. Research in Avon, Dorset and Hampshire
suggest that only 10% of a county’s historic parks and
gardens will be registered. If a county or local list of such
sites exists, this should be incorporated in the local plan
and its proposals map (Bristol) with the qualification that,
as with the Register, additional sites may be added during
the plan period as a result of further research, and
locations rather than site boundaries are indicated
(Cherwell). Given the relative newness of the subject in
development control terms, it is not unreasonable for a
plan to indicate that knowledge is incomplete and research
is ongoing and that further sites may be added during the
plan period (Cherwell).

Advice on the Protection of Historic Parks and Gardens in
Development Plans.
The weight given to development plans by s.54A of the
1991 Planning and Compensation Act coincided with
growing recognition that historic parks and gardens form
an important part of the local environment. As the
national amenity society for the study and protection of
historic parks and gardens, the Garden History Society
wishes to encourage planning authorities to draft policies
for the conservation of such sites that are as
comprehensible as possible. As a statutory consultee, we
are aware of the variations around the country and this
note is intended to publicise what we consider good
practice.
Explanatory Memorandum
An explanatory memorandum to a policy might include
the following information and address the following
issues:
Historic parks and gardens are an important part of the
county/district/city/borough’s environment and heritage. A
number of the more important sites have been included on
the English Heritage Register of parks and gardens of special
historic interest. This is a highly selective list comprising only
some 1300 sites in total and is currently under review. The
Register involves no additional statutory controls but
PPG15 para.2.24 advises that “local authorities should
protect registered parks and gardens in preparing
development plans” and also draws attention to the
importance of their settings.
Historic parks and gardens comprise a variety of features:
the open space itself, views in and out, the planting, water
features, built features and archaeological remains. There
is a need to protect such sites and their settings from
development which would destroy or harm the character
or appearance of the site, and to encourage sympathetic
management wherever possible.
Apart from historic interest, parks and gardens may
contain other interests: archaeological, landscape,
architectural, nature conservation, amenity, horticultural,
educational. In a typical development plan, a number of
policy areas may cover part or all of the site, and parks and
gardens can be addressed under a number of alternative
headings – the natural environment, the built
environment, open space, archaeology. There may be
internal conflicts between some of the interests referred to
above. We suggest that in a registered site, the historic
interest must be identified as being paramount unless
there is another designation signifying national
importance; in other sites it must be taken fully into
account. There must be a need to cross-refer to other

If such a list does not exist, the plan could indicate the
intention to compile one. Sources of information include
English Heritage’s Register review and Upgrade
programmes, the GHS, the County Sites and Monuments
Record, the University of York’s Gardens and Landscape
department which is compiling a national database of
historic parks and gardens and, where it exists, the county
gardens trust. The latter is likely to be working on or to
have completed such a list. Local lists should, with the
agreement of the County Archaeologist, be incorporated
on the Sites and Monuments Record.
It is not unreasonable for a local authority to indicate that
it will seek to protect and conserve historic parks and
gardens for their contribution to the local environment
and heritage. There is no statutory protection and no
approved level of protection for the Register. We would
therefore urge that a single policy address the historic
parks and gardens of the plan area: the Inspector’s report
on the Woodspring Plan 1998 stated that he “found no
reasonable grounds for applying different policies to registered and
unregistered sites”.
The local authority could indicate that, where consent is
given, it will seek to ensure benefits to the historic
landscape either by special conditions or legal agreements.
These will involve specialist professional involvement on
research, analysis and suitable landscape proposals and a
commitment to future maintenance.
The local plan also offers the opportunity to indicate an
intention to designate new Conservation Areas. Many local
authorities have designated registered parks and gardens
as Conservation Areas following the English Heritage
boundaries. PPG15 para.4.6 gives support for such
designations. It is important that designation reports or
enhancement schemes draw attention to the special
contribution of private and public gardens to the character
and appearance of a Conservation Area.
Finally the plan might refer to the availability of expert

advice on the conservation of historic parks and gardens.
DoE Circular 9/95 outlines the requirements for
consultation with English heritage and the GHS, but a
number of plans also refer to the county trust where the
authority has found its contribution useful.
In conclusion, we recommend that a memorandum covers
the following:
the contribution of historic parks and gardens to the local
environment;
non-registered, locally important sites as well as register
sites;
protection from harmful development and enhancement
of historic character;
the setting as well as the site in the future;
identification of sites in the future;
consultation with expert bodies.

POLICY
Below is a selection of wordings for policies from recent,
adopted development plans:
Historic Parks and Gardens will be protected from development
which would adversely affect their special historic interest, setting
or the enjoyment of any part of their grounds. (Cheshire
Structure Plan adopted 1997)
Development proposals which would have an adverse impact on
historic parks or gardens or their settings will not be permitted
unless exceptional circumstances indicate otherwise. (Lancashire
Structure Plan, adopted 1997)
Development, including changes to the existing land forms, will not
be permitted which would adversely affect the character,
appearance, amenity, enjoyment or setting of any of the historic
parks and gardens in the District designated in the English

Heritage Register or the Warwick District Local Register. Proposals
for the restoration of these parks and gardens will be encouraged,
providing that such restoration is based on thorough research.
(Warwick District Local Plan, ENV 18, adopted April 1995)
Historic parks and gardens and other designed landscapes of
national and local importance defined on the proposals map and
described in the appendix will be protected. Development which
could adversely affect the character or appearance of historic
landscapes, and in the case of nationally important sites, their
settings, will not be permitted. (Bristol City Local Plan, adopted
1997)
Development affecting the parks and gardens of landscape or
historic interest listed below will not be permitted where it detracts
from their character or appearance or prejudices either the survival
or reinstatement of historic features including designed
plantations... (Borough of Darlington Local Plan, E9, adopted
November 1997)
Development proposals which would adversely affect parks and
gardens regarded as being of special historic interest or their
setting, whether or not they are registered, will not be permitted
(East Hampshire District Local Plan, ENV23, adopted
February 1998)
Planning permission will not normally be given for development
proposals which would harm the character, appearance, setting or
features of (i) the historic parks and gardens within the list
compiled by English Heritage (ii) other parks, gardens and formally
laid out areas identified by the local planning authority as being
worthy of protection (West Lindsey Local Plan, SA9, adopted
April 1998)
Members may be interested to note that East Cambridgeshire
District Council has in their Local Plan of 1996-2006 the
following:- “Policy 80 Development, (Including changes to the existing
land form) that would adversely affect the character, appearance,
enjoyment or setting of the following historic parks or gardens will not
be permitted; (some 11 sites)”.

Visit to Boughton House Garden, Nr Kettering, Northamptonshire
9th June 2004
n a glorious summer’s morning members and friends
of the Trust assembled in the stable yard at Boughton
House to be shown the gardens by one of the Living
Landscape guides. After lunch we were shown around the
interior of the House, but this report for the newsletter
concentrates solely on the garden and landscape. For this
report I have consulted greatly the Royal Commission of
Historic Monuments for Northamptonshire Vol 2. For
reference Boughton is situated in the parish of Weekley to the
NE of Kettering:-

O

The manors of Boughton were acquired by the Montagu family
in the early 16th Century and soon afterwards Sir Edward
Montagu bought other properties in Weekley, Warkton,
Kettering and Cranford. By the time of his death in 1557 he
owned a compact block of land in this part of
Northamptonshire which was later landscaped on a grand
scale. The core of the area was an existing mediaeval house
surrounded by a large park which had been created by an

earlier owner, Richard Whitehill in 1473. The estate passed to
the second Sir Edward and thence to his son, the 1st Baron
Montagu, who died in 1664.
During the reign of Charles I Sir Edward had leave to enlarge
the park by 100 acres, probably to the west, causing the road
from Weekly village to be diverted. The Ist Baron’s grandson,
Ralph Montagu (1638?-1709), later created Ist Duke of
Montagu (1705), acquired the Boughton estate on the death of
his father in 1684. Ralph Montagu was Ambassador in Paris in
1669-72, 1676 and 1678-9. He was much influenced by
contemporary French architecture and garden design and as
early as 1669, when at Versailles, he ‘formed Ideas in his own
mind, both of Buildings and Gardening’. The work of
rebuilding the house at Boughton in its present late 17th
century French style began soon after 1683. The elaborate
gardens which were to be the setting for the new house were
probably started a little later, for in 1685 ‘a new gardener’ was
sent to Boughton. This was probably the Dutchman, Van de

measured 65 metres across. In
the centre was a fountain which
played water to above fifty feet,
surrounded by jets d’eau. To the
north side of these Parterres was
a large rectangular area called
the Wilderness of Apartments.
The south-west part of the
garden was also completed by
1709. This consisted of a
rectangular area bounded on
the north and west sides by the
canalized River Ise and by treelined avenues on the south and
east sides. The north-west corner
was divided up by a series of
water courses laid out in a
geometrical pattern. The islands
formed were planted with trees.
In the south-west corner of the
gardens was the Great Cascade
and Star Pond. Here the river was
dammed and water fell down
the cascade into a large pond.
Below the basin was another
water garden made up of narrow
Meulen, who was to work there for 32 years.
From various accounts it is possible to deduce
that by 1709, the year Ralph Montagu died, all
the main work on the garden was finished.
The details are summarised on a conjectural
plan of the garden in 1709 (plan 140 above).
We were kindly handed a copy of this plan at
the start of our tour, but had no idea of the
scale of such a layout on an A4 sheet of paper.
The major task for the gardens was to divert
the River Ise from its old course along the
valley into three straight canals with two
right-angle bends, and the construction of
another canal on the north side of the garden
and the rectangular pond above it to the East
known as the Grand Etang. All these canals
were tree-lined by 1712. Within the rectangle
bounded by these canals and by the house on
the east was a formal garden of great
complexity. Immediately below the west front
of the house was the area known as the
Parterre of Statues. This was divided into two
identical rectangles, each with a circular
ponds in the centre approached by diagonal
paths, edged with trees and statues. Below the
Parterre of Statues was the Parterre of Basins, a
long rectangular area divided into three
blocks laid to grass and edged with trees, with
an axial path. Each of the two central blocks
had a rectangular round-ended pond or basin
within it. Below these ponds and reaching
down to the canalized River Ise was another
Parterre known as the Water Parterre. In the
centre of this was a large octagonal basin said
to be 216 yards in circumference; it actually

intersecting channels and islands planted with trees.
In addition to he garden itself work began on the surrounding
park in these years. By 1715 a number of avenues were in
existence (plan 141 opposite).
The first Duke was succeeded in 1709 by his son, John
Montagu, as the second Duke (1688?-1749). For some years few
alterations were made to the garden. But in 1721 the Duke
began modifying and enlarging them. Between 1726 and 1731
Charles Bridgeman was employed at Boughton in an advisory
position. Whether the enlargement of the Water Parterre was
carried out by Bridgeman or the Duke’s own men is open for
debate. The other alteration during these years involved the
complete clearance of the ponds, fountains, footpaths, trees
etc. in the Parterres of Statues and basins west of the house,
and their replacement by grass. Other areas to the south were
cleared of trees and put down to grass. In the late 1720s the
Star Pond was simplified with the removal of the surrounding
paths and the destruction of the Great Cascade and all the
fountains, and its replacement by a simple waterfall.
The second Duke died in 1749 and the estate passed, through
the female line, to the Bucclech family. From then on the main
changes to the gardens and park came to a halt and few
additions were made. The outline of the gardens, virtually as
they were in the mid 18th century, as well as traces of the
earlier parts, is almost completely preserved along the bottom
and on the east side of the valley of the Ise. (plan 142 above)

The old kitchen gardens, bound by a stone wall are still in use
as a garden centre and for raising young trees, although the
former Bowling Green has a modern swimming pool in it
reached by turfed steps. The large pool in the adjacent plot is
still filled with water and the northern plots are planted with
a display of roses.
Until recently the Star Pond remained overgrown and
abandoned but still retained its original form. In mid 1975
this was drained and cleared and much new information
came to light, including the discovery of tree trunks of elm,
bored in the centre for use as drain pipes. Other finds include
stone balusters, earthenware pipes with conical heads which
were probably the jets for the fountains.
Our walk took over 1? hours, walking up steep scarps near the
house, peering into the long narrow walled gardens, admiring
the rides through the Wilderness to the east with views out to
the surrounding countryside. Then to the Star Pond and
following the line of the canals back to the west garden where
the atmosphere of a once grand garden had not been
destroyed. Luckily having not been touched by the Victorians.
At the start of our tour we were told that the family moved
away from the estate in Victorian times and the whole was put
to sleep and remained untouched. I am sure no one realised
the significance of that statement, but on returning to the
house at the end of our tour this became very apparent.
John Drake
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