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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

O

making the necessary arrangements for a venue, Robinson
College, and for the visits and speakers for the weekend. The
Gardens Trust is the name to be adopted for the new merged
organisation which brings together the Association of
Gardens Trusts and the Garden
History Society. As you may have
gathered there are a number of
County
Trusts,
of
which
Cambridgeshire is one, that still
have reservations about the
arrangements for this merger. The
vote to proceed immediately with
the merger was put to the AGT
AGM last year and those Trusts
wishing to proceed more cautiously narrowly lost the vote. It is now
AGT policy to proceed to the full
merger on the basis of the current
information and to iron out the
details later. While there are a
number of County Trusts who feel
that this is a rather foolhardy
action which exposes the County
Trusts to unnecessary risks, the
general consensus among the sceptics is to wait and see how this
merger works out. The key risks to our Trust are: increased
subscription rates to fund national initiatives; exposure to
costs and liabilities associated with statutory consultee
activities. Our position is clear on this. We are an independent Trust and we currently choose to subscribe to a national
organisation that allows us to work with other County
Trusts. It is this networking ability that is of prime interest
to us. If the new merged organisation should raise their subscription fees greatly or require us to accept unduly onerous
conditions for membership then we would need to reconsid-

n a beautiful Spring day last weekend I took a small
party of students to Wimpole and then spent
Saturday evening sifting through the evidence in
the light of our day’s observations. What never ceases to
amaze me is how even a familiar
landscape such as this can still surprise with new insights. On this
occasion it was the realisation, as
we went through the map
sequence, that the apparently
truncated short length of double
avenue in the Park immediately to
the rear of the gardens, which
frames the view from the house of
Sanderson Miller’s castle ruin, is
in fact a remnant from Robert
Greening’s 1752 pleasure ground.
We also walked the boundary belt
and noted the sequence of views
back across the park towards the
house and over Brown’s lake
(Brown’s Belt, Brown’s lake =
Brown’s design intent) which are
now cluttered by undergrowth. We
then discussed the balance to be
determined on each historic site
between ecological habitat value and historical significance. We are so lucky in Cambridgeshire to have a site with
such a fascinating story to tell and which continues to give
pleasure to so many people in so many diverse ways.
Work continues on Wimpole and on the other Brownrelated Cambridgeshire sites in anticipation of next year’s
Brown tercentenary, or CB300 as it is being branded. CGT
will be hosting The Gardens Trust AGM Conference in
September 2016. The CGT committee has been busy (and
Ann Colbert deserves particular credit in this respect!) in
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er our affiliation. We do, of course, wish the new merged
organisation success and hope that our concerns prove to be
unfounded. If only the financial arrangements looked more
robust…
As a County Gardens Trust we will continue to focus on
furthering local interests and initiatives. Whatever happens
at a national level (and primarily in London) we will share

our enthusiasm, knowledge and passion for gardens and
help where possible to further education and research so
that our understanding and interpretation of the county’s
parks and gardens continue to improve. We are very much a
grass roots’ organisation in so many ways!
David Brown
CGT Chair.

LANCELOT BROWN AT WIMPOLE: ‘DANCING’ WITH JEMIMA
In this, the fifth of six pieces on Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown’s connections with Cambridgeshire, it is time to describe his involvement at Wimpole,
where the related evidence reveals the eccentricities and charms of the ‘Great Man’ he had become as Royal Master Gardener at Hampton Court
and Lord of the Manor of Fenstanton and Hilton. His first recorded visit to Wimpole was in the September of 1767, and his charge of £300 was
paid by the Earl of Hardwicke on the following Christmas Eve, with a note expressing the hope that ‘you will have leisure in the Holy days’ to
write up the report, and the plan and estimate for the next three years’ work1. Lord Hardwicke, a noted antiquarian and keenly involved in the
smooth running of his estate, continued to pay the charges and for the thousands of trees ordered from James Wood at Huntingdon, but it was
his wife, Jemima, the Marchioness Grey, who really understood Lancelot’s artistry.

J

emima de Grey was the grand-daughter of the last duke
of Kent, who was very proud of his descent from the
medieval earls of Kent (as against those upstart
Hanoverians) and he arranged for her title as his heiress.
Jemima married Philip Yorke, Lord Chancellor Hardwicke’s
heir, on 22nd May 1740, when she was eighteen and he was
twenty, and two weeks later her grandfather died and she
inherited, in her own right, his Wrest Park estate with his
great formal garden2. The young couple were eager to learn,
touring around Britain to other people’s estates and gardens
and, in 1748, they had visited Stowe, where Lancelot was in
3
charge as Clerk of Works .

The Marchioness (who continued to use her title) and her
husband and their two young daughters, Amabel and Mary
Jemima, lived at Wrest with holidays at Wimpole and, when
in London, in St James’s Square as neighbours of Lancelot’s
most powerful patron, William Pitt. They were very much
part of the network of Lancelot’s clients, but Pitt – ever making introductions on Lancelot’s behalf – is the most direct
connection. Jemima noted the visit of ‘the great Mr. Pitt’ to
Wrest, and Lancelot had followed soon afterwards, in 1758.
He was in awe of the old formality of the place, of the long
canal culminating in Archer’s domed pavilion with the
flanking woods cut with paths, groves and cabinets de verdure,
and of the names – Kent, Gibbs, Batty Langley and George
London’s heir Thomas Ackres – associated with Wrest, the
names of the founders of his own profession. He did very little, though what he did best, easing the water to an overflow
pool, and the Marchioness acknowledged his ‘professional
assistance’ for two years, 1758-60, in a memorial column she
had erected.
Philip Yorke became the 2nd earl of Hardwicke and
inherited the Wimpole estate in 1764. The Marchioness had
been intrigued at Lancelot’s steadfast refusal to tamper with
the mystery of Wrest and so he had been invited to
Wimpole, where there was more space and scope. On a
September day in 1769 they had explored the farther reaches of the park together:
‘Break off. Break off, we tread Enchanted Ground,’ the
Marchioness reported to her husband, ‘Mr. Brown has been
leading me such a Fairy Circle & his Magic Wand has raised
such landscapes to the Eye – not visionary for they were all
there but his Touch has brought them out with the same
Effect as a Painter’s Pencil upon Canvass – that after having
hobbled over rough ground to points that I had never seen
before for two hours, I returned half-tired and foot sore…’4.
The ‘enchanted ground’ was at least half a mile to the
north of the Hall where a dramatic chalk scarp rose above a
line of springs in wet woods and boggy ground. This was
Lancelot’s favourite challenge, to detect the flow of the
water and channel it into a lake, in this case two linear lakes
with an ornamental bridge masking the levelling dam. The

Figure 1. Jemima Yorke, Marchioness Grey and Countess of
Hardwicke, by Allen Ramsay.
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Figure 2. A dessert plate featuring Lady Amabel’s painting of the
castle ruin.

Figure 3. Another dessert plate showing Brown’s lake.

reclaimed parkland was ringed with serpentine belts of
elms, limes, chestnuts, poplar and ash in specified sizes,
ordered in their hundreds from James Wood, over six thousand saplings costing some £176, Wood waiving his delivery
charge5. Brown was paid something like £3,500 for four
years’ work, 1768–1772, but this included payments to his
surveyor and site foreman, and most likely for some labour
in addition to the estate workers. With James Essex, Lancelot
was instrumental in the building of Sanderson Miller’s
Castle Ruin, designed for the Lord Chancellor in the 1750s.
The castle, set on Johnson’s Hill, was built more substantially than Miller intended; the practical 2nd Earl wanted it
weatherproofed, but the Marchioness was disappointed,
feeling Brown had ‘Unpicturesqued’ it – making it a solid
object, ‘instead of a broken one.’6
There is a pretty footnote to all this, for some of Lady
Amabel’s paintings of Wrest and Wimpole – including
Brown’s lakes and the castle ruin – were used as illustrations
on the dessert plates of the Empress Catherine of Russia’s
famous ‘Frog Service’7 (Figs 2 & 3). Lancelot continued to
visit both Wrest and Wimpole on his travels; one occasion
described by Lady Amabel at Wrest writing to her sister in
the autumn of 1778:
‘I must request you to inform Mama that a great Man has
paid us a Visit, which Visit (as happens sometimes with
great Men) has ended in very little. You will guess that I
mean the illustrious Mr. Brown, who walked unexpectedly
into the Garden on Tuesday Morning, and din’d with us, in
his Way to Hawnes’.
Their guest, like many a consultant, had equivocated,
refusing ‘to make any Sketch for the Grove, (a Pencil and

Paper he thought would do more Harm than Good)’, though
he might convert some trees into a small clump or, ‘let in
the South-West Sun’ – all was conjecture, with decisions for
another day. Lady Amabel’s husband Lord Polwarth, who
had never met Lancelot before, thought him ‘a very odd
Mortal but entertaining for a little while.’8
Jane Brown
Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown The Omnipotent Magician, 1716-83
2011; published in paperback by Pimlico, 2012

NOTES:
1. Lord Hardwicke, 24th December 1767, BL Add. Mss.
69795, f.20.
2. Joyce Godber, Marchioness Grey of Wrest Park, Bedfordshire
Historical Society, 1968, pp. 17–23.
3. The Travel Journeys of Philip Yorke, 1744–63, quoted in
Richard Wilson and Alan Mackley, Creating Paradise, The
Building of the English Country House 1660-1880, 2000, p.88.
4. Grey Papers, Luton and Bedfordshire Archives,
L30/9a/9/f.124, 19th September 1769.
5. John Drake, Wood & Ingram, A Huntingdonshire Nursery
1742–1950, 2008, pp. 27–30.
6. Jennifer Meir, Sanderson Miller and His Landscapes, 2006,
pp. 139–145.
7. David Adshead, Wimpole, Architectural Drawings and
Topographical Views, The National Trust 2007, pp. 63–65.
8. Hawnes or Haynes, north of Ampthill, not far from
Southill, Brown was working at both places, 1777–8; Grey
Papers, Luton and Bedfordshire Archives, L30/13/12/f.52.
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WALLED GARDENS OF SUFFOLK
EDITED BY
POLLY BURNS, TINA RANFT AND NIGEL SURRY

T

the property. In recent years following an increasing interest, there have been many restorations undertaken either to
re-create as closely as possible the original or to find new
and inventive ways of making use of their valuable space
and attributes.
This is an ambitious publication that sets a challenging
task and succeeds in creating not only a very readable book
but a thorough, well-referenced and researched work. It provides an invaluable acknowledgement of this important
style and era of gardening both within larger estates in
Suffolk and around the country.

his publication by the Suffolk Gardens Trust is the
result of several years of research by a group of volunteers who were recruited and trained to help with
recording the walled gardens within the county. The purpose was to document their existence and to encourage further research whilst raising interest in their preservation
and, if possible, restoration or re-use. The book does not
claim to be a comprehensive work; indeed, the emphasis is
on documenting, with the resources available, what has
been found to date before it is lost to history. The hope is
that others will be inspired to continue the work.
Firstly, the authors explain how the book came to be
written and recount the training the group received in garden archaeology, research methods and recording, to enable
them to provide informed descriptions of the gardens.
The book continues with a description and explanation
of the features of Suffolk walled gardens, starting with their
position within the estate and the shapes found. Also
described are the walls themselves, their construction and
uses. The provision of water, the glass structures and other
buildings found within the gardens are also examined.
There follow several case studies of a range of gardens
that have been explored by teams of researchers from the
Trust. In each case, there is a detailed explanation of the
main features and history of the garden based on maps and
documents. These have been supplemented by site visits.
Some of the gardens have found new purpose and are occasionally open to the public; for example, Abbots Hall,
Stowmarket, which is part of the Museum of East Anglian
Life.
Finally, a tabular summary of the known walled gardens
of Suffolk is provided for reference with the proviso that this
might not be complete and any further information is welcome. There is a glossary of terms used and a bibliography
of both published and unpublished sources. Despite times
of doubt, the support from individuals and other organisations is acknowledged as a major encouragement to continue the work which eventually resulted in this book.
The book is laid out in a very readable and attractive way
with many photos and examples of ordnance survey maps to
illustrate the research and findings. From ‘crinkle-crankle
walls’ to ‘slip culture’, the reader is led gently through the
technical aspects as well as the decorative ones.
However, most of the gardens have been lost in their original form. During the 20th century especially estates were
often broken up, which has, in some cases, led to the walled
garden area being in different ownership from the rest of

Val Harrison
Walled Gardens Of Suffolk is published by Suffolk Gardens
Trust, November 2014, 80pp, paperback. ISBN-13:
9780993147005. Price £7 plus £2 p&p, available Suffolk
Gardens Trust (below).
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A VISIT TO WANDLEBURY’S PARKLAND
The first of two pieces on the landscape development of Wandlebury’s parkland.

W

Past management focused on wildlife and visitors, however today’s management has recognised the hitherto less
regarded landscape heritage of the site. Under the leadership of Carolin Göhler, horticulturist and chartered landscape architect, CPPF has begun a process to understand better the landscape layers of the Park. Further research about
the development of the parkland is needed and any reference material would be very welcome.

andlebury is about 4 miles southeast of
Cambridge. The site is a wooded knoll overlooking the valley of the River Cam in a patch of low
chalk hills called the Gog Magogs. Today, it is a country park
managed by Cambridge Past, Present and Future, the first
country park of Cambridge PPF, with patches of short grass
scattered in between wooded areas, and interlaced with
well-maintained paths and tracks. In the centre lies an old
stable block with a fine cupola tower clock, the brick wall of
a walled garden and an old pond. When I visited on a sunny
day in April there were lambs in a small enclosure in the
walled garden and grazing cattle in the wooded pasture
beyond. The scene evoked the very essence of the British
parkland idyll.
The landscape has been managed by humans since at
least 400 BC. Wandlebury Iron Age hill fort occupies a
prominent position below the crest on the south facing
slope of Gog Magog Hill. Although there is extensive archaeological evidence of previous occupation, for some reason
and in common with similar activity throughout northwest
Europe, a circular ditch and inner rampart were constructed, cutting through the existing settlement. Around 50 BC,
a second ditch and bank circuit were created, with associated refurbishment of the outer ditch. While there is considerable evidence of Roman occupation of the site, none found
so far relates to Roman-period buildings.
Such records as survive suggest that from the departure
of the Romans in AD 410 until the 10th century, the AngloSaxons referred to the site as Wendlesbiri and used it as a
meeting place of nine administrative districts known as
Hundreds.
In 1685, a stable was built at Wandlebury inside the old
hill fort for King James II under the supervision of
Tregonwell Frampton, Master of James’ running horses.
In 1728 Tregonwell died and left his estate, including
Wandlebury stables to his friend Francis Godolphin, 2nd
Earl of Godolphin and Lord Godolphin of Helstone (b.1678 –
d.1766). Francis Godolphin was married in 1698 to Lady
Henrietta Churchill, 2nd Duchess of Marlborough, and they
had four children over the period from 1699–1723. By 1735
Francis Godolphin had extended the stables and built a
house and garden at Wandlebury. Sadly, during this time
the inner rampart and ditch of the Iron Age hill fort were
levelled.
Francis Godolphin also turned his attention to his estate,
as was the fashion at this time. Just down the road, Sir John
Griffin, Baron Braybrooke, commissioned Lancelot
‘Capability’ Brown to landscape the parkland at Audley End
in 1762. The 4th Duke of Marlborough also engaged Brown
at Blenheim Palace in 1764 (his wife’s family estate). Francis
started to create parkland at Wandlebury out of what was
previously known as Stapleford Heath. He planted many
trees around the perimeter of the estate and along the
entrance drive.
In 1766 the estate passed from Francis Godolphin, 2nd
Earl to another Francis Godolphin (cousin to the first), who
frequented Wandlebury until his death in 1785.

Julia Weaver

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Clark, W. 2000. Once around Wandlebury. The Burlington Press,
Cambridge.
Harvey, G. 2002. Living Landscapes: Parkland. The National
Trust, Italy.
Way, T. 2003. The Lost Gardens of Wandlebury. Cambridge
Preservation Society, Fieldfare Press Ltd., Cambridge.
www.cambridgeppf.org Cambridge Past, Present and Future, previously Cambridge Preservation Society.

Figure 1. A clump of Holm Oak underplanted with Box in Clark’s
Corner field, Wandlebury.

Figure 2. A ring of Scots Pine and Beech in Varley’s Field,
Wandlebury with grazing cattle.

Figure 3. Sheep graze in front of the heritage buildings.
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J. C. LOUDON’S HISTON ROAD CEMETERY,
NEW CHESTERTON, 1843

T

growth. Between 1835-38, in sixty-three monthly instalments, he had written Arboretum et Fruticetum Brittanicum. So
this group of Cambridge Nonconformists, impressed by
Loudon’s writing on The Laying out, Planting and Managing of
Cemeteries, had approached the leading protagonist of the
use and design of public spaces of the age. J. C. Loudon
designed only three cemeteries: for Bath Abbey,
Southampton and Histon Road, but his writings were a

he Histon Road Cemetery was constructed in 1843
within the open fields of the Royal Manor of
Chesterton. This manor consisted of 2795 acres and
the site of the cemetery was near to its south-western boundary, to the west of Cambridge Castle, which also was on land
belonging to the manor. In 1838 an Enclosure Act for
Chesterton was passed permitting a survey and division into
plots under different ownership. From 1840 New
Chesterton, a suburb of Cambridge but outside the
Borough’s boundaries, was being developed. Since 1300
Histon Way was a field or cart track through the fields to the
village of Histon and from this the new cemetery was
entered. There had been a rise in population in the 18th century and there were few public burial places. Dissenters, particularly, had difficulty in finding burial plots. A group of
Nonconformist businessmen purchased ten acres of
Chesterton’s fields for the establishment of a cemetery open
to all. They formed the Cambridge General Cemetery
Company and in 1842 invited J. C. Loudon, a prestigious
advocate of public parks and spaces, to draw up a plan.

Figure 1. John Loudon, designer of Histon Road cemetery.
John Claudius Loudon, 1783–1843, was a Scottish
botanist, garden and cemetery designer, author and garden
magazine editor (Fig 1). The son of a farmer, he had practical
knowledge of the soil and the landscape and he had studied
botany, agriculture and biology at the University of
Edinburgh. In 1803, aged only 20 years, Loudon wrote
Observations on Laying out the Public Spaces in London. He
believed in democratic accessibility. At this early age he had
also written Utility of Agricultural Knowledge to the sons of Landed
Proprietors of Great Britain by a Scottish Farmer and Land Agent.
He had contributed to the design and construction of greenhouses for the Royal Horticultural Society and in 1832 his
theory of design, ‘Gardenesque’, had given attention to individual plants and their placement in the best conditions for

Figure 2. Loudon’s design for Histon Road cemetery dating from
1843.
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a yew walk leads to the site of a Victorian gothic mortuary
chapel, designed by architect Edward Buckton Lamb, but
demolished in 1957 and replaced by a circular grove. From
this centre two further gravel paths lead off to peripheral
paths, while the main path continues, eventually bearing
right to the Victoria Road gate. Loudon’s design included
the positioning and planting of trees and shrubs. Today the
cemetery has 3300 plots with 8200 interments. Of these
2200 were children under the age of ten and 11 burials of
those men killed in World War I. There are 36 graves referring to men killed in this war. There are family vaults for a
number of prominent Cambridge families: Eaden Lilley;
Robert Sayle; Barratt, china merchants; Mackintosh, iron
founders; Sturton, pharmacists; Thoday, builders. The graves
include 70 boot makers and 8 turnkeys from the nearby
gaol. There are also members of the Deer family, nurserymen of Histon Road and the graves of William Moulton, first
headmaster of the Leys School (Fig. 3), and John Skinner, former gardener of Charles Darwin at Down House, who had
followed his widow when she moved to Grove House,
Cambridge.
In 1936 the Cambridge Cemetery Company was wound
up and the Cambridge Council took on responsibility for the
administration and maintenance of the cemetery. In recent
years, after extensive consultation with a group of local residents in response to their concern about the deteriorating
environment and misuse of the cemetery, a plan for its
development and conservation was drawn up in 2007 by
Robert Myers, the landscape architect for the conservation
of the Cambridge ‘Backs’. Additional tree planting and landscape changes within the spirit of Loudon’s original design
are being implemented. A Council team provides regular
maintenance, ably supplemented by gardening volunteers
from the Friends of Histon Road Cemetery. They are working
to increase bio-diversity by managing areas of long grass,
sowing swathes of wild flowers and allowing some of the
kerbed grave plots to ‘naturalise‘. Careful planting of flowering and fruiting trees and shrubs creates a haven for both
insects and birds: Loudon’s design is in safe hands. Here is a
place of remembrance, history and nature open to all visitors and to the residents of Cambridge. J. C. Loudon would
have approved.

major influence on other designers and architects. His plan
for, and construction of, Histon Road Cemetery, now Grade
II listed by English Heritage, is the only example of his executed work without subsequent modification (Fig 2). Loudon
died in 1843, the year of its construction, and is buried in
Kensal Green Cemetery.

Figure 3. Photo of the tombstone to Willian Fiddian Moulton, first
headmaster of the Leys School.
The Histon Road Cemetery, consisting of 1.25 hectares, is
situated about one mile from the city centre and its main
entrance is from Histon Road, adjacent to a fine Victorian
lodge (now a private residence). A wide gravel path through

Charles Malyon
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DR JILL ELWYN CREMER – A TRIBUTE

J

encyclopaedic knowledge of the British aristocracy and its
genealogy was of great value in researching historic gardens
and estates. Jill was a member of the research team producing the Trust’s gazetteer, The Gardens of Cambridgeshire, and
gave lectures to garden societies, which brought much needed funds to our Trust. There are examples of her writing and
research in earlier CGT Newsletters. It was Jill who ‘found’
Ramsey Abbey Walled Garden, the restoration of which
became the CGT’s major project. Jill recorded in her diary
on 5th November 1995, “Recently retired, I had moved to
Cambridge and joined the very small band of volunteer gardeners at Wimpole Hall. Also, I was attending a series of lectures on Monasteries in the Fens. Filled with enthusiasm
from both sources, I was acquainting myself with sites of
historical interest around the county. So it was that, on a
particularly chilly morning, I was standing in the churchyard at Ramsey, notebook in hand, recording the fine
memorials to the De Ramsey family. From the other side of
the churchyard wall a penetrating gaze was coming from
the face of a lady swathed in a variety of woollen scarves. She
lingered, so I asked if it would be alright to enter the
grounds of the large house to look around. A broad, welcoming smile appeared beneath the scarves and off we went
together. We hadn’t gone far when I was asked, “Would you
like to see a secret Elizabethan garden?”. My eyes lit up. A
pretty, but very rusty, iron gate was unlocked and we
entered an enthralling, overgrown, spasmodically cultivated
crumbling walled-garden”. Jill described her discovery to
Philip Whaites, head gardener at Wimpole Hall, and with
him made a return visit to Ramsey. Then they involved the
Gardens Trust.
Unfortunately in later years illness diminished Jill’s
activities but, whenever possible, she joined the Trust’s garden visits. Her company, comments and conversation were
always enjoyed. During the last three years a progressive illness ended even such visits, but her support and interest in
the Trust’s affairs were not diminished. On my last visit to
Jill, she much regretted her inability to get to the
Huntingdon Record Office in order to research the Cotton
estates at Conington. Her spirit was willing and it is our loss
that she was unable to fulfil her intentions.

ill was a much loved and valued Life and Founder
Member of the Cambridgeshire Gardens Trust. For the
last three years she needed constant care, but was able to
continue living at home at Larchfield, Gough Way,
Cambridge. She died there, just over a year ago, in April
2014.
Jill had a very distinguished and successful career. After
gaining a PhD she worked for the Medical Research Council
in the Toxicology Research Unit at Carshalton in Surrey. In
its laboratories she specialized in research involving the
liver and the brain. An early article in the Journal of Cerebral
Blood Flow and Metabolism, 1957, was concerned with the conversion of tetraethyl-tin into triethyl-tin in mammals, the
latter toxic compound resulting in muscular weakness and
lowered body temperature. A series of articles followed in
the Journal of Neurochemistry and the Biochemical Journal, testament to some 30 years of important research. By the 1980’s,
working from the Department of Physiology, Queen
Elizabeth’s College, London, she collaborated with Mike
Bradbury, Professor of Physiology at Kings, London on the
concept of the Blood-Brain Barrier.
Jill retired to Cambridge in the 1990’s. She had family
links in Cambridgeshire and with the historic Cremer family of gentry in Norfolk. R. W. Ketton Cremer of Felbrigg Hall
had written a book on East Anglia and the Civil War. We
enjoyed a number of fruitful conversations and she was
always pleased to share my Norfolk interests and to follow
up references to her family. From the early years of the Trust
Jill developed a strong friendship with John Drake, collaborating with him on the Wood and Ingram book and on our
researches in Trinity’s Wren Library on Leckhampton. She
was a hard taskmaster, well able to prompt John into
renewed activity when his energy slackened and to criticise
any wordiness or irrelevance in his writing. Jill joined us at
meetings with Sean Baker before the publishing of Wood
and Ingram; she was a great stickler for presentation and
her voice was decisive in matters of format, print, size and
design.
In retirement Jill was able to follow her interests in architecture and genealogy. With her friend, Dr Mary Bell, she
supported the programme, Invitation to View and visited
many fine houses in East Anglia, Devon and Cornwall. Her

Charles Malyon
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RESEARCH REPORT

I

sales of plants at our March Study Day and we are actively
seeking further support from CB300 fund-holders.
Meanwhile, another group of our researchers is working on
the field books and terriers relating to land that the Brown
family was known to hold in several local villages. Study of
the field books provides grass-roots information and is raising further intriguing questions for consideration.
CGT researchers continue to add to our store of garden
knowledge by way of private study towards diplomas and
degrees. We have recently welcomed two new members to
the group. Jane Alvey is studying for an MA in Garden and
Landscape History at the Institute of Historical Research
(part of the University of London). You can read a fascinating
account of her research at Blatherwyck Hall in this
Newsletter. Ann Cooper is a landscape architect and is studying the conservation of historic buildings at Madingley Hall,
Cambridge. Her current project concerns Impington Hall
Park.
The group also helps with enquiries from outside the
county. One such came from the Yorkshire Gardens Trust
requesting information on a relict site at Linton for contrast
in a county-wide review of moated sites in Yorkshire. Such
enquiries remind us that there is much to be done by way of
general overview within our own county, perhaps by recordFigure 1. Dr Twigs Way, who has recently joined the CGT Council, is
ing Cambridgeshire’s moated sites, of which there are a
an accomplished garden historian.
good number, or the county’s walled gardens as exemplified
by the Trust’s support and restoration of Ramsey Abbey
Walled Garden. See Valerie Harrison’s review of Suffolk
Meanwhile, one of our Patrons, Jane Brown, (of Lancelot
Walled Gardens as an example of what has been done by a
‘Capability’ Brown Omnipotent Magician fame) has taken
neighbouring Trust. We are always pleased to welcome new
time out from researching her forthcoming account of
researchers to the group and if you are not already involved
Dorothy Whitney (1887–1968) – to attend our group meeting
we would be delighted if you would like to take part in a
and to stimulate our discussions on walking leaflets for her
project. Our next group meeting is on 21 May at 2:00pm in
eponymous tercentenary celebrant (Fig 2).
Hemingford Abbots village
Work continues apace
hall; all are welcome.
on the walking leaflets.
Finally, a special meetPippa Temple and Julia
ing has been scheduled to
Weaver shared their first
learn
more
about
drafts for Wimpole Hall
‘Capability’ Brown through
and The Backs at our meetthe eyes of artist Tim Scott
ing on 23 March. If negotiBolton. Tim is painting
ations succeed, we hope
Brown landscapes for his
that a leaflet can also be
book which is to be
produced for a fourth
launched later this year. It
major
Brown
site,
will have a preface by HRH
Madingley Hall. New
the Prince of Wales. His
insights on Brown’s links
travels draw to a close on 6
with Fenstanton are being
July when he plans to
revealed.
The
fresh
paint Fenstanton. We are
research should enrich the
delighted that he has
walking leaflet Vivien
offered to talk to us all
Hoar and Bridget Flanagan Figure 2. The research group includes (standing L to R) Vivien Hoar, Linda
about his experiences.
are creating and may well Burwood, Val Harrison, Judith Christie, Pam Dearlove. Sitting L to R Sue
Fawcett, Bridget Flanagan. Pela Otman, Belinda Parker.
For more information
feed into a new informaplease contact me at
tion board that is the aspijudith.christie@ntlworld.com or via the CGT website.
ration of the Fenstanton CB300 committee. It is hoped that
a first run of 10,000 leaflets will be produced at an anticipatJudith Christie
ed cost of around £700. Fund raising has commenced with
n the last 6 months we have been delighted to welcome
Dr Twigs Way (Fig. 1) to our Council. A pre-eminent garden historian and lecturer, Twigs brings both expertise
and enthusiasm, huge assets to support and encourage our
research.
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LANCELOT IN FENSTANTON: DOES X MARK THE SPOT?

B

ties attributed to LB in the Field Book do indeed bear a red
cross. So far, so good, but the correspondence is not perfect
as three properties are marked on the map with red crosses
(nos. 83, 106 & 114) that do not bear the initials LB in the
Field Book and, instead, are owned or occupied by Thos
Eaton (83) and John Bullen (106 & 114). Thos Eaton was a
major land holder of the time.

rown appears to have acquired his Huntingdon estate
from Lord Northampton around 1767 (Brown p197).
Twenty-seven years after Brown’s death in 1783 the
total land proposed to be enclosed in Fenstanton was
2259 acres, 1 rod and 6 perches of which the Manor of
Fenstanton was then estimated to be about half (992 a, 2 r,
15 p) plus extensive common rights (HRO accession no. 133:
A0007007). But returning to Brown's lordship, it was ten
years after his purchase in 1767 that John Spyers completed
his survey of the Manor of Fenstanton (Spyers 1777).
A coloured map entitled, A Plan of Fenstanton Town & the
Green &c 1777 (Riley 2015 pers. comm.), closely follows the
Spyers map in field and property boundaries, but the map
(with annotation of uncertain date) has greater detail. For
example, the Fenstanton Green of Spyers’ map is sub-divided
into Long Green, Round Green, Hall Green and West End
Green on the 1777 map. It is possible that the 1777 map was
produced to accompany a detailed survey of Fenstanton
Town lands only.
There exists a Fenstanton Field Book (HRO: A0007071)
dated 1777 that, inter alia, lists, “The Proprietors of the Town
Closes with the houses that Command Rights to Common.”
The numbers of the closes appear to correspond to numbers
on the detailed 1777 map. For example, number 1 in the
Field Book is the church and yard and this correlates with
number 1 on the 1777 map, on which the church location is
unambiguously identifiable. There are 123 entries of houses
and closes with rights to common in the Field Book, which
also correlates with the numbers marked on the map. There
appears to be a correspondence between this section of the
Field Book and the 1777 map.

Figure 2. Detail from the 1777 map showing the location of the
Manor House, just above no. 83 and on present-day Chequer Street.
Note north is to the lower left.
Today, Fenstanton has several historical buildings that
include the word “Manor” in their names. Manor House (formerly Manor Farmhouse) is listed Grade II* in British Listed
Buildings (BLB 1951). Lying to the west of the present
Fenstanton Low Road, it is described in BLB as “Early to mid
C18 farmhouse, part of the Manor of Fenstanton owned by
‘Capability’ Brown.” Manor House appears to correspond to
the unnumbered plot between numbers 111 &112 on the
1777 map (attributed to LB in the Field Book), all three of
which bear a red cross (Fig. 1).
Fenstanton has another manor, The Manor House in
Chequer Street, which is also listed in BLB as Grade II* (BLB
1958) and described as, “Late C17 manor house. The home of
Lancelot (Capability) Brown, Lord of the Manor of
Fenstanton.” Curiously, this property is numbered 83 on the
1777 map (Fig. 2) but, as noted above, although it bears not
one but two red crosses, within a yard formed by the buildings and in the curtilage land behind, the Field Book does
not associate it with LB but simply gives Thos Eaton as the
occupier.
So we are left with the interesting question as to why the
author of the Field Book did not explicitly attribute the
manorial residence to the Lord of the Manor, the same person who commissioned John Spyers to map his manorial
landholdings. Could it be that Lancelot Brown, who had
experienced living at Hampton Court, did not regard the
manor as sufficiently prestigious for someone of his newfound status as landowner? Certainly it was a more modest
house than the larger Manor Farmhouse, west of the present
Low Road and which he also owned. Of the Chequer Street
Manor House, BLB notes, “Fire plaque above door,” and
indeed Brown took out an insurance policy in 1773 on the
property, evidence of his ownership of the house, but valuing the associated outbuildings at a greater sum than the

Figure 1. Detail from the 1777 map showing the location of the
Manor Farmhouse, below ‘Constant Sheep Common’ and west of
Hall Green. Note north is to the lower left.
In the Field Book, the name of Lancelot Brown, shortened to LB, appears in front of five other names (Wm
Challand, Sl Gifford, Wm Blackwell, Jn Allen and Thos
Blinch) on a total of fourteen properties. Meanwhile, the
1777 map bears the annotation of unknown date, in red ink
on a ruled line below the scale bar, “N.B. The Figures with
the Red Crosses is Mr Browns Property.” All fourteen proper– 10 –
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Manor House itself (Dady 2002). The 1777 Field book provides no evidence for Brown’s residence at Chequer Street or
Manor Farm around that year and lends a modicum of further weight to the suggestion that Brown may not have
resided in the in Fenstanton for any length of time.
Nonetheless, this research provides further precise detail on
the Brown estates and tenants of his time and his clear association with the Manor of Fenstanton: a cause for celebration during the tercentenary next year.
Judith Christie
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THE CGT EDUCATION PROGRAMME
May 2015

T

widened the scope of this research to be Garden History
related; for example, to include social history, landscape and
art, and lowered the age to 16 to encourage entrants from
sixth form students as well as those in further education.
The project is to be located in Cambridgeshire. It can be presented as an essay, a report or multi-media format.
Despite contact with all 6th forms and colleges in an
attempt to broaden the eligibility for applications, there has
been no firm response to this opportunity for research funding.

he five-year education programme was launched in
September 2010, so as to have a structured approach
for communicating the work of the Trust and educating young citizens and potential future members. We report
below an updated summary of the activities under the programme. First of all, here is a summary of the five programmes.

CGT Little Seedlings
Formed for Primary School children aged 4–12 years; this
programme is a cash grant for education–related activities
in horticulture or arboriculture and is administered via
schools.
We have now completed our two schools projects: first
with The Garden Club at Newborough School where a former swimming pool has been redesigned into an outdoor
classroom; and second with Fen Drayton Primary School
Garden Club where a new Barefoot Sensory Path has been
created.
In 2015, CGT Little Seedlings is supporting, through
Cambridgeshire County Council, a new national initiative
called Forest Schools. This encourages children of pre-school
or reception age to explore the natural environment
through activities such as running, jumping and tree-climbing under supervision from trained adults. We are pleased to
report that Thongsley Fields School, Oxmoor, Huntingdon
has taken the opportunity of our funding to work with
Allison Box, Outdoor Learning Adviser, Cambridgeshire
County Council on the national scheme, initially for preschool and reception age. Training of staff, fully supported
by the Head Teacher, Rachel Myer, takes place in May, with
the first pupil session using the wooded area in the school
grounds, in June. The wooded space is large enough to
enable children to explore the natural environment on a
regular basis whilst progressing their learning and development.

CGT Garden Apprentice
This is open to a person of any age group currently on a garden-related apprenticeship scheme in Cambridgeshire,
offering free membership to Cambridgeshire Gardens Trust
for five years and providing access to a network of people
and information to support them in their careers.
Our present apprentice is Alice Appleton who is engaged
at Robinson College, Cambridge. We are sorry to hear that
Alice has recently been unwell and so an update on her
activities will appear in the next issue. In the meantime, we
offer her our very best wishes for a speedy recovery. Alice
will be completing her apprenticeship in 2015, at which
time we will be open to proposals for new apprenticeship
candidates.

CGT Day Lectures
A series of one-day lectures, or Study Days; designed primarily for over 18’s, these aim to raise funds to support the
other four education programmes. Lectures focus upon a
theme or period of garden history.
Our most recent Study Day, 14 March 2015, had as its
theme the Regency period seen through garden design, family history, art and literature. The talks will be the subject of
a fuller report in due course but we received very good feedback on the day, not only on the talks, but also on the organisation and, particularly, lunch!
The annual general meeting was held in Fen Drayton
Village Hall on 24 October, when Dr Twigs Way concluded
our 2014 theme on the legacy of the Great War, with a fascinating and amusing presentation on The Country House goes to
war.
At our 2014 Christmas Lecture, held at Lucy Cavendish
College, Dr Barbara Simms gave us an excellent overview of
garden style in the early twentieth century and was followed
by delicious seasonal refreshments. The Christmas Lecture is
a recent addition to the calendar but is rapidly becoming a
firm favourite, so we look forward to early bookings for
Allison Moller’s 2015 lecture on Wimpole Hall Historic Park and
Gardens on Friday 4 December 2015 – and, of course, the now
traditional mince pies!
Visits during 2014 were well attended by both members
and their guests, and the 2015 list of events is now posted on
our website and in this newsletter. The website has the benefit of giving members the most up to date information
after the newsletter has gone to press. Please book early to

CGT Bright Futures
For Middle School children aged 12–16, now in two parts.
i. Sponsorship of an agricultural class at the County Show
at Wimpole Hall run by Young Farmers.
ii. Sponsorship of a botanical event at the Cambridge
University Science Week.
Once again we are sponsoring an agricultural class at the
County Show to be held at Wimpole on 31 May 2015. Ideas
are welcome for ways in which CGT could promote a
schools’ event to celebrate CB300 in 2016 bearing in mind
Brown’s landscape projects in the county and family connections in the Fenstanton area.

CGT Research Grant
Originally formed for further education students over 18
studying
Garden
History
related
subjects
in
Cambridgeshire, this is a cash grant to support a research
project on a subject of CGT’s choosing. For 2014–15 we have
– 12 –

enable us to inform venues of numbers for refreshments,
tour guides and parking arrangements. The larger venues
now ask for lists of names prior to visits and your early booking enables these to be forwarded in good time.
We are now starting to organise grants for 2015/16. If you
have contacts with any of our outreach areas such as schools
or gardens that could benefit from the education pro-

gramme please contact Ann Colbert at acolbert25@btinternet.com. We are, of course, always ready to welcome volunteers. If you would like to help, for example with arranging
our monthly visits or with young people’s projects, please
contact Ann as above. We look forward to hearing from you!
Ann Colbert

Activities to date and future plans
2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

Great War Centenary

Theme

20th Century Gardens Cambridgeshire Trees
in East Anglia

Botanical Collections

1. Little
Seedlings

Fen Drayton Primary
Abbots Ripton Hall
School Sunflower
Garden Show
project
‘Grow a rainbow’
Scarecrow Competition
Ramsey Walled Garden

Northborough Primary Completion of Fen
School Outdoor
Drayton School
Learning Centre
project
Fen Drayton School
Sensory Walk

Forest Training:
Cambs CC outdoor
project for preschool & reception

2. Bright
Futures

Cambridge County
Show ‘Identify the
Vegetable’

Cambridge County
Show

Cambridge County
Show

Cambridge County
Show – cancelled

3. Research
Grant

No applicants

4. Garden
Apprentice
5. Study Day
Lectures

Cambridge County
Show

The Regency Era

Robinson College
apprentice
20th Century Gardens
in East Anglia

Robinson College
apprentice

Arcadia in Arden: what 23 March:
future for our trees?
Botanical Collections

Robinson College
apprentice

Robinson College
apprentice

22 March: Great War
centenary and legacy

14 March: Regency
Period

Finances to date and future commitments
Programme

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

1. Little Seedlings

-£50

-£250

-£450

0

-£625 (prov.)

2. Bright Futures

-£375

-£50

-£50

-£30

-£180 (prov.)

3. Research Grant

0

0

0

0

4. Garden Apprentice

0

-£300

-£300

-£300

-£300 (prov.)

5. Study Day Lectures

+£100

+£250

+£3

+£196

+£300

Total

-£325

-£350

-£797

-£134

-£805 (prov.)
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THE MAKING OF THE ENGLISH GARDENER:
PLANTS, BOOKS AND INSPIRATION 1560–1660
BY
MARGARET WILLES

I

Yet, despite the wealth of detail and knowledge, the book
never sits heavy in its prose but moves on briskly and draws
the reader into this fascinating world. True, those who are
well versed in the period will perhaps sigh at encountering
some of the same images yet again, but it is hardly the fault
of the author that there are so few pictures from this period
that might be thought by a publisher as being suited to
attract the prospective reader, and the image from William
Piso’s book on the flora of the West and East Indies was totally new to me.

have attempted to review this book three times in the
several months since I received it. Each time, I failed dismally and instead became fascinated by some detail, or
side-tracked in discovering new ‘gardening’ characters from
the period; this despite the fact that I have frequently taught
courses on this period in the past!
All the familiar names are here, of course, as one would
expect from a book whose main thrust is the plants,
botanists, nurseries and gardeners of the mid-16th to mid17th centuries: Thomas Tusser, Thomas Hill, William L’Obel,
the Cecils, the Tradescants, John Evelyn, Fuchs and Hartlib,
Gerard and Parkinson, Bishop Compton and the Duchess of
Beaufort. But instead of being squeezed, as they so often are,
into just one or two chapters in a book with a longer timeframe, here they are allowed to expand, to make connections with each other and with the much wider plant community, and to bring to life this fascinating century.
This is not a book primarily about garden design, or even
a chronological overview of the period but instead (as the
author states in her introduction) the book ‘examines the
networks of communication and circles of cultivation that
enabled ideas about gardens and horticulture to travel’. This
leads to exciting new discoveries for even those readers who
may think they know the period well. At the risk of exposing
my own ignorance, here are just some snippets of connectivity which had previously passed me by (you will find your
own delights and hitherto unknown weaknesses I am sure).
• John Gerard was close friends with the tulip expert
James Garret, and it was Garret who took it upon himself to tell John Norton (Gerard’s publisher for his great
‘Herball’) that Gerard’s book was full of errors, and to
suggest that William L’Obel ‘fact checked’ it; thus leading to a falling out between Gerard and L’Obel.
• Sir Henry and Lady Puckering, who left their fine collection of over one hundred early gardening books to
Trinity College, Cambridge on Sir Henry’s death in 1701,
were at one time neighbours of John Evelyn. It may have
been he who encouraged Lady Puckering to take an
interest in gardening, and her name appears inscribed
in some of the surviving books.
• The apothecary Thomas Johnson, who published the
enlarged version of Gerard’s ‘Herball’ in 1633, was fatally wounded in the same siege at Basing House that saw
the famous creator of court masques, Inigo Jones, rescued wrapped only in a blanket.

Twigs Way

The making of the English gardener: plants, books and inspiration
1560-1660 is published by Yale University Press, 16 August
2011. 336 pp., 80 b/w + 24 pp. colour illustrations. Hardback
ISBN: 9780300163827. Price £25. Also available in paperback
(£13.48) and on kindle (£12.81) from Amazon.
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A VISIT TO BLATHERWYCKE PARK, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
An account of visits to the private gardens of Blatherwycke Park between November 2014 and February 2015.

T

quadrant arms and pavilions. The earliest detailed maps of
the estate, dating from the early nineteenth century, show a
formal, quartered layout with a fountain at the centre. By
1886 the garden had lost this formality and the garden has
changed to a more informal style of lawn (possibly with
flower or shrub beds) although the fountain was retained.
Nineteenth or early twentieth century photographs show
the garden with shrubberies and island beds, the central
fountain and a statue of Apollo Belvedere, a popular classical feature, particularly popularised from 1750. It is, therefore, possible that this statue, along with the fountain, are
remnants of the earlier, eighteenth century garden. The
1886 map also shows the existence of the ha-ha although it
is quite likely that this too was in place from a much earlier
date.
h to eighteenth
was inherited by
a cost of £3000.
y name and at
d in the Staffordt was sold to the
ring the second
ning of the 1st
n considerable
8.
from 1257,
rey Stafford
of this and
hin an avenue
Map 1. 1886 map of the south garden showing locations of the haha, stables and house, relative to the kitchen garden.

he parish of Blatherwycke, in northeast
Northamptonshire, lies within the ancient
Rockingham Forest area. The earliest records of ownership of Blatherwycke estate are by the Engaines in the
13th century. There are records of a Manor House in Holy
Trinity parish in 1319, although its site is unknown, but to
the west of the Willow Brook lie the remains of the mediaeval village, a scheduled monument. The property passed by
marriage into the Stafford family in the 15th century, and it
was Sir Humphrey Stafford who built Kirby Hall just five
miles away in 1570. The site of the Tudor house is not known
and there is little evidence of the hall and park from the
fourteenth to eighteenth centuries. In the eighteenth century, the estate was inherited by Henry O’Brien, and in 1720 a
new hall was built at a cost of £3000. The Stafford name was
incorporated into the family name and at times also used as
ac first name. The estate remained in the Stafford-O’Brien
H
family
throughout the 19th century until it was sold to the
T
current
owners, the George family, in the 1930s. During the
t
second world war the hall was used for housing and trainO of the 1st Independent Polish Parachute Brigade, resulting
c in considerable damage. The hall was demolished for saling
w
vage
in 1948.
I Licences to enclose a deer park were granted from 1257,
d
including
the imparkment of 300 acres by Sir Humphrey
L
Stafford
in 1590. The Eyres map of 1779 shows the result of
i and subsequent imparkment, with the house standing
this
i
within an avenue of trees stretching from the edge of the
s
estate
near the Willow Brook to Cadge Wood in the south. By
o early nineteenth century the park had been extended to
the
about 400 acres of parkland, and woodland with formal
rides, including a brick kiln pond (in use from at least 1685),
a race course, and a cricket ground (in use from the early
nineteenth century). The parkland is now largely arable
farmland and only the brick kiln pond remains today. The
dominant feature of the park in both 1826 and today is the
70 acre artificial lake, constructed between 1814 and 1826.

D
Dominating the south garden and just north of the
kitchen garden are the stables. From the fifteenth to the
early eighteenth centuries the stables, like the kitchen gardens, were often built close to the house for practical reasons. However,
by the

 mid-eighteenth

 century, the convenience of this house-stables-kitchen garden arrangement
(Repton’s ‘stables triangle’) was being questioned. Fashion
was moving towards a more natural, Arcadian style, and the
visibility of such service buildings was becoming less desirable, yet when the stables were moved from the east pavilion
in 1770 it was to their prime position overlooking the south
garden where they would have competed for prominence
with the hall itself.

Figure 1. The lake today.

Although a detailed contract exists for the construction
of the house there is no information or instruction regarding the garden. An early eighteenth century drawing of the
recently built house shows a courtyard area within the

Figure 2. View of the stables today looking eastwards across the
south garden. The remains of the fountain can be seen.
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Figure 3. The base of the serpentine wall showing the different levels
of the kitchen garden.
Map 2. 1886 map of the kitchen garden showing locations of the
serpentine wall and putative cucumber house, relative to the stables.

south but is angled approximately 20° towards the west
allowing the garden to take greater advantage of the
warmer afternoon sun, storing heat for the colder night
hours. Also clearly in situ in 1826 is a serpentine wall running the length of the garden (Figs 3 & 4). Many of these
were built at the time of
the Napoleonic wars,
reputedly using the
labours of Napoleonic
prisoners
of
war.
Although
serpentine
walls would normally
run east-west, the one at
Blatherwycke Hall follows the north-south
line of the kitchen garden. As the kitchen garden slopes not only gently to the south but also
more steeply to the west,
the lower four feet of the Figure 4. Remains of the serpentine
wall, constructed of wall (from the west).
stone faced with brick,
buttresses the eastern side of the garden, thus creating two
levels to the garden without the impracticality of working
on a steep slope.
By 1886 a considerable amount of development had
taken place (possibly in 1857 according to a date plaque on
the garden wall). The quartered design of 1847 has given way

There appears to have been some attempt later, in the
nineteenth century, to screen the stables from the sight of
those using the south garden, possibly drawing on Repton’s
earlier stance of concealing, rather than moving, the inelegant, although it is questionable how far such screening
would have been effective. There is also evidence of dense
tree planting screening the kitchen garden wall. On many
estates, such service buildings were often removed from the
environs of the house, perhaps up to a mile away, but
despite a flurry of development on both house and estate in
the early years of the nineteenth century, the Stafford
O’Briens did not relocate the stables or kitchen garden,
which would have ensured greater ‘invisibility’ of servants
and staff. In the twentieth century the garden was simplified with the removal of most of the shrubs and beds leaving
just a lawn surrounding the fountain. Following the demolition of the house in 1948, the garden fell into disrepair and
aerial photographs from 1993 show its use for plantation
planting of spruce. This was later cleared in the twenty-first
century as plans began for rebuilding the house and the
reinstatement of a garden. It is possible that this stripping
and levelling of the site removed any evidence of the garden
or any medieval features.

  
  
In 1706 when the Earl of Cardigan (of Deene Park)
returned from his three-year grand tour to Italy, he found
that his gardens were unable to supply all he needed so he,
‘...bought...apricocks, pears and plums from the gardens at
Blatherwycke,’ suggesting that Blatherwycke was a productive garden before the eighteenth century. The present day
rectangular, walled, kitchen garden lies to the east of the
artificial lake and is enclosed by a 14-feet-high wall including a hot wall on part of the northern side. It slopes gently
to the south and, contrary to more common practice, its
longest axis runs north-south. The kitchen garden may well
be eighteenth century, but the cartographic evidence is less
clear. Certainly the 1826 Stokes map shows a rectangular
walled garden, with a slip garden to the east. At this time,
the kitchen garden conformed to a standard design of
perimeter walks, surrounding a central, quartered layout.
Typically, these would have been used to grow a rotation of
brassicas, legumes, onions and root crops. A hothouse or
vinery, facing due south, lay in the northeast section. The
orientation of the kitchen garden itself, is not due north-

Figure 5. The remains of the vinery wall today, showing supports
for the strawberry shelves.
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and the abandonment of the garden, the kitchen garden
was given over to the raising of pheasants.
Still in existence is a brick-lined ice house, probably late
eighteenth century, lying about 20 yards to the north of the
kitchen garden facing west, built into a slope and covered in
earth creating a mound. Despite its proximity to the lake
(approximately 100 yards away) the ice would not have come
from here but rather from ice ponds elsewhere on the estate.
Today the estate is put down to arable crops and is used
extensively for shooting. The 1770 stables have already been
restored and planning permission has been granted to erect
a new mansion on the site of the Georgian building.
Meanwhile, the gardens are being replanted with a variety
of both vegetable and flower beds, and hedge planting
alongside the serpentine wall. Some restoration of the serpentine wall and possibly the vinery is planned. The south
garden has been ploughed and levelled to make mowing easier although there are no immediate plans to alter this significantly.

to a two-section layout with more slip gardens to the east
and north (one containing a seven-square-yard underground
storage area, possibly a root store) and a number of new
glasshouses have been constructed. One has been added to
the south side of the hot wall, another appears on the eastfacing wall. An extension to the vinery, doubling its length,
was also added. Vineries grew not only vines but made efficient use of all space, adding shelves to the back wall to
grow plants such as strawberries. Of all these constructions
only the back wall of the vinery remains today but the supports for such strawberry shelves are clearly visible (Fig. 5).
The only building for which there is a certain date of construction is the stove and cucumber house. In August 1901
Henry O’ Brien commissioned a 40-feet-long, 12-feet-wide
building at a cost of £197 (approximately £20,000 today)
from Messengers of Loughborough, with a No. 54 saddle
boiler provided by H. Coltman & Sons. The most likely place
for this to have been placed is against the western wall, facing east, and recent clearance of this area revealed a considerable amount of debris corresponding to such a building.
In the 20th century, following the demolition of the house

Jane Alvey
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PROGRAMME OF VISITS & EVENTS 2015
Our theme for 2015 is the Regency Period.
(For latest information please visit http://cambsgardens.org.uk)
MAY

19 Tues

10:30am Visit to Swiss Garden, Shuttleworth, Old Warden, Nr Biggleswade, Beds. SG18 9EP.
Meet at museum reception for coffee, tour of garden 11.15. A recently restored Regency garden.
Members £8, guests £9 including tour. Refreshments extra.

JUNE

10 Wed

1:30pm

23 Tues

11:00am Visit to Mary Challis Garden, High Street, Sawston, CB22 3BG. A 2-acre NGS garden being
restored by volunteers: formal flower garden, vegetable beds with vine house, meadow and
woodland. NGS donation £3.

23 Tues

2:00pm

JULY

7 Tues

10:15am Visit to Woburn Park and Gardens. Park gates open at 10:00am: please arrive by 10:15am and
drive 2 miles to car park where tickets will be issued. Coffee in the Duchess’ Tea Room at
10:45am. Repton garden tour 11:30am. Members £12.75, guests £14.75, includes coffee & tour.
House entry (concessions) £6.75 extra, payable on day.

AUG.

12 Wed

11:00am Visit to Island Hall, Godmanchester PE29 2BA. Members £6, guests £8 (donation to CGT).
Seated lunch in Hall booked in advance at £12.50 extra per person.
2:00pm

SEPT

OCT

DEC.

16 Wed

Visit to King’s College, Cambridge. 1:30–4:00pm. Members £6/ guests £8. Meeting details to
follow on CGT website.

Visit to Wilbraham Temple, Gt. Wilbraham, CB21 5JF. Early 19C–late 20C park and gardens,
surrounding 17C Knights Templar house. Members £4, guests £5.

Visit to Home Farm, Godmanchester. Members and guests £4.

10:30am Visit to Cambridge Botanic Gardens. Coffee followed by tour. Concessionary group price:
member £11, guest £13, non-concessionary adult 50p extra. Lunch available at cost.
2:00pm

Visit to Cambridge University Herbarium, Sainsbury Laboratory (on Botanic site but if not
booked into morning visit, please refer to CGT website for directions). Members and guests £5.

7 Wed

2:00pm

Visit to Wolfson College Gardens, Barton Road, Newnham, CB3 9BB with tour by Head
Gardener. Members £4, guests £5.

24 Sat

2:00pm

AGM at Fen Drayton village hall, CB24 4SL. Sarah Spooner (UEA) will talk about Repton and his
plans for Sheringham. Lunch available from 12:30pm at nominal charge for members.

4 Fri

10:00am Christmas Lecture. Clare Hall (Richard Eden Suite, West Court Buildings), Herschel Road,
Cambridge, CB3 9AL. Speaker: Alison Moller Wimpole Historic Park & Gardens. Members £12,
guests £14. Coffee and mince pies on arrival, 10:30am lecture, followed by mulled wine, close
12:15pm. Early booking advised

Tickets for 2015 events are available from:
Alan Brown, Foxhollow, 239 High Street, Offord Cluny, St. Neots PE19 5RT.
Tel.: 01480 811947. E-mail: fox.239@btinternet.com
To avoid disappointment (some venues limit numbers), please book at least 2 weeks before the visit.
Should you need to cancel a booking, please advise Alan as early as possible.
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