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As autumn approaches, it is the perfect 

moment to pause for reflection on how 

the year has progressed so far. On a 

macro scale, the world remains in the 

midst of a COVID-induced turmoil –  

however, through extraordinary human 

endeavour, especially within the  

scientific and medical communities, we 

are now emerging from the abyss and 

heading into the Brave New World with 

more confidence, a better  

understanding of why vaccines will be an 

essential part of our lives and, in many 

cases, a very different perspective on 

what our future ambitions might be. The 

Pandemic has left an indelible mark on 

many, and changed everyone’s  

perspective on a wide range of aspects 

of their lives – but on a micro-scale, it is 

difficult to deny that some of the  

changes imposed on us have enabled us 

to recalibrate in a very positive way. The 

imposition of Lockdowns meant that we 

were confined to our homes, and whilst 

this curfew was very much against our 

will, for a significant number of us, it has 

engendered a very positive sense of 

community and renewed a connection 

with our local area and environment that 

had somehow been lost in the frantic 

pace of our 21st century lives. 

 

And it is this very positive reconnection 

with our local communities and the  

natural environment that has enabled 

organisations such as the Hampshire  

Gardens Trust to look forward with  

confidence and optimism. The challenge 

now is to make certain that this  

new-found interest is not just a passing 

phase, but a permanent feature of the 

future. We want to enshrine the positive 

principles we have learnt into everyone’s 

lifestyle ambitions, so that the privilege of 

living in a home that has access to  

private garden space – even if it is just a 

small outside terrace, becomes not just 

the preserve of those who can afford it, 

but a core element of every new-build 

development, and the responsibility of 

local authorities to make green space 

provision and access to green space 

such as allotments and the countryside 

beyond, a key part of their role. 

 

Other key highlights at HGT since the 

spring newsletter includes the arrival of 

Alan Titchmarsh as our new President.  

We are very grateful to Alan for kindly 

accepting this new commitment – he has  

been handed the baton by the  

 

 

 

inimitable Gilly Drummond who after 40 

years of loyal service will now be able to 

devote a little more time and her  

boundless energy to other projects and 

charity work in which she is involved. 

Gilly’s extraordinary commitment to HGT, 

and to the country-wide Gardens Trust, 

has contributed to the success of many 

county Gardens Trusts – and we shall be 

forever indebted to her for four decades 

of dedication and enthusiasm that has 

made such a very positive impact in 

Hampshire and beyond. 

 

During the pandemic the HGT has  

arranged a series of lectures which  

included Sue Stewart-Smith’s excellent 

talk on the Well-Gardened Mind, where 

she reminded us of the extraordinary 

benefits that derive from enabling all 

members of society to have access to 

green space and an opportunity to grow 

plants. Sue’s talk inspired the HGT Trustees 

to fast-track our ‘Garden Plans for  

Schools’ with the launch of our first Edible 

Playground at Oliver’s Battery Primary 

School. Led by trustee Jill Walmsley and 

professional gardener Ruth Farley, this 

project certainly feels as though it has 

fallen on very fertile ground and has  

benefited from outstanding support from 

the school Head Teacher and PTA chair. 

Please turn to Jill’s report on page 7 with 

its priceless feedback from the children 

involved. Naturally, Garden Plans for 

Schools needs funds to make it viable 

and we have raised the first tranche 

which enables us to embark on three 

other schools – but we now need to  

nurture our ambition to roll it out across 

Hampshire. If you haven’t already made 

a contribution, or if you have already 

donated but feel inspired to help more, 

please don’t hesitate to contact our  

Administrator Jo Bolt by emailing  

admin@hgt.org. It is a very worthwhile 

cause and we owe it to the next  

generation of schoolchildren to provide 

them with an opportunity to learn more 

about their environment and to give 

them a chance to grow plants in an 

‘edible playground’ in a way that might 

well spark their imagination and change  

their personal perspective for ever. 

 

Of course, the HGT’s work covers a very 

broad spectrum of activities, but it is the 

gardens and designed landscapes 

throughout Hampshire and the work of 

the Research Group and Conservation & 

Development teams that remain our core  

 

 

 

activity. We need to continue to keep a 

close eye on our a wide range of  

heritage sites within the mosaic of  

landscapes and cityscapes in the county. 

If you become aware of any planning  

application or development that might 

threaten one of the registered historical 

sites listed on our website  

(http://research.hgt.org.uk/) please let 

HGT head office know, so that we can 

follow up accordingly. We do our best to 

keep a close eye on these matters, but  

Hampshire is a large area and often the 

best source of information is directly from 

those who live near to the area or  

garden in question.  

 

Finally, I would like to take this  

opportunity to thank our members and 

volunteers who have contributed to our 

activities or fundraising – your support has 

been invaluable. The Events Team has 

restarted our programme of visits which 

have been a great success, and thank 

you to all those who rolled forward their 

attendance fee for a postponed event, 

your patience and understanding is 

much appreciated. 

 

Please do keep spreading the word 

about the Hampshire Gardens Trust – we 

are steadily increasing numbers, but we 

need more members, more volunteers to 

help with our activities, and more  

donations if we are to fulfil our plans for 

the future – so do please keep  

encouraging friends and family members 

who may not yet have seen the HGT’s 

green light, and why not suggest that 

they fill in the membership application 

form on the back page.   As a small  

charity, the impact of Covid restrictions 

has reduced our ability to raise funds and 

so every penny and every new member 

counts.  I hope to see you in person at an 

HGT event before too long – in the  

meantime, thank you for your continued 

support. 

Chairman’s Message 

Ted Wake  

Chai rman  
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We are delighted to announce that Alan Titchmarsh MBE, has 

become our new President, taking over from Gilly Drummond 

OBE, who has been President since 2010.    

  

Ted Wake says, “As all Chairmen know, it is crucial to have the 

right President in place to help steer an organisation in the right 

direction at all times and I am particularly delighted that Alan 

has kindly agreed to take on this role. Alan is one of the most 

respected and popular gardening gurus in the UK, and the 

Hampshire Gardens Trust is very fortunate that he has signed 

up. 

 

As Alan knows well, Gilly Drummond is highly respected in her 

own right as the key founding member of the HGT, and Gilly's 

involvement in the organisation over the last 37 years has 

helped ensure that the HGT's reputation in Hampshire and 

throughout England is second to none. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank Gilly on behalf of all members for her  

extraordinary work over the years. Her energy and enthusiasm 

sets a great example of what can be achieved - and with 

Alan's help, I have no doubt that the HGT Trustees and  

members will be able to make Gilly very proud of the legacy 

that she has left." 

  

Alan, who joined as a Life Member of the Trust in 2012, says “My 

admiration for the work of the Hampshire Gardens Trust - and 

of Gilly Drummond’s achievements - knows no bounds and I 

am honoured and delighted to take over from her as  

President.  Gilly has set the bar high, but I am confident that 

the Trust will continue to make its mark and demonstrate  

 

 

 

that the county of Hampshire is among the most blessed when  

it comes to the gardens it cherishes and the expertise and  

enthusiasm of those who do their bit as custodians of our  

enviable horticultural heritage.  I’ll do my best to come up to 

scratch!” 

 

Gilly says “This is a very joyful occasion for the Hampshire  

Gardens Trust, a new President, Alan Titchmarsh, whose track 

record on plants, gardens and above all the ability to motivate 

everyone on the essential need for everyone, of all ages and 

backgrounds, to be able to enjoy and access these precious 

things is second to none. This is one of the most important  

findings to emerge from the pressures of Covid 19.   

 

Most importantly, local authorities, the guardians of local green 

spaces, must now be acutely aware of the contribution they 

make to health and wellbeing. They will now need to consider 

very carefully the availability of existing green spaces, put a 

stop to selling them off for development which too many have 

been guilty of, and ensure the provision of new green spaces, 

including allotments, in every new development, designed 

and sited where possible to provide safe, I stress safe, access  

to green spaces and to the public footpaths system that gives 

access to the countryside. 

 

 The County Gardens Trusts have fought this battle for many 

years, but HGT now has a President, who is so well known and 

admired for his practical experience, whose voice will be  

listened to!   I know I speak for all you, when I say how lucky we 

are that Ted was able to persuade such a busy fellow to take 

on the Hampshire Gardens Trust – the combination of Alan and 

Ted, their energy and commitment will bring about a new 

chapter in the life of this Garden Trust, the first of its kind in  

England and Wales. 

 

I have done my best, despite several occasions when ‘could 

have done better’ applied, but the fact remains that the 

Hampshire Gardens Trust with the unstinting support of  

Hampshire County Council, which we are still fortunate to  

enjoy, led the way in involving and training volunteers,  

particularly in research so essential to protection, conservation, 

and maintenance.   Our members are essential to our financial 

survival.  They enable the Trust to achieve so much and to  

initiate new projects such as ‘Gardens for Schools’.   

 

I need to thank you all and to express my gratitude to each 

one of you, particularly the HGT Trustees and Jo Bolt, for your 

support, enthusiasm, knowledge and generosity.  I have been 

incredibly lucky to have been involved with so many of you 

and in so much that I believe – strongly - has contributed to the 

quality of life for so many in this great County; with Alan, Ted, 

and your hardworking Trustees, it can only get better!  Good 

luck and keep going!” 

Alan Titchmarsh takes over the 

Presidency from Gilly Drummond 
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The day-to-day work has continued since the last  

Newsletter, albeit at a seemingly slower pace with 

slightly fewer consultations for some reason.  This is  

perhaps surprising considering the amount of general 

development and building work going on at present.   

Following the social trend, the Team has had a couple 

of Zoom meetings, but are looking forward to resume 

getting back together in person. 

 

One necessary change to the working of the Team has 

come about due to the appointment of  

Russell Gordon-Smith in his local councillor role as the 

Cabinet Member for the Built Environment for  

Winchester CC.   While congratulations are in order to 

Russell, this means that his Council work pressures have 

increased.   Fortunately, Janet Hurrell has kindly offered 

to help out temporarily and cover the Eastleigh district, 

for which we are grateful.  

 

The following are the main planning and site  

consultations in the districts which were responded to or 

are being monitored, since the last Newsletter in April:-  

 

Basingstoke: 

• Hackwood Park - the approach to the park continues 

to cause some concerns. 

 East Hants: 

• Westbury Park - a third pre-application was submitted 

(due to be the last).  

 Eastleigh: 

• Glenfield Lodge, Hamble Lane, Burseldon 

• Land west of Burnetts Lane, Eastleigh 

• Eastleigh Borough Council Local Plan 2016-36 –       

Consultations on Main Modifications 

 Fareham: 

• Welborne Land North of Fareham –  a new community 

– further details and updates 

 Hart: 

• Home Farm, Minley Manor - an application for       

demolition was refused 

• Dogmersfield - developments continue to be          

monitored by The Gardens Trust & HGT 

• Elvethan Hall – a further application for the hotel and 

grounds. 

• Readen Pond Wood - Woodland management by   

Forestry Commission 

• Field House, Highclere Park 

 

Portsmouth: 

• Reviving Victoria Park, Portsmouth – a NLHF backed 

project for a People’s Park’ 

 

 

New Forest: 

• Recreational Mitigation SPD 2021, New Forest  -     

Adoption statement from NFDC 

Winchester: 

• South Lodge, Swanmore –  annex in a former park  

 

Staunton Country Park  

 

The Trust has had representation on the Project Board 

since 2017 and the formal opening took place on  

Friday, 9th July led by Councillor Edward Heron, with the 

fine weather making for a pleasant occasion.  The 

 recently completed £3.8 million investment  

programme, managed by the Hampshire Countryside 

Service, has been supported by £2.85 million from the 

National Lottery Heritage Fund, together with the Big 

Lottery Fund and an investment from Hampshire County 

Council of £950,000.  The scheme has revitalised the 

Grade II* listed ‘Regency’ parkland (purchased by Sir 

George Thomas Staunton in 1820, a Politian and  

 Botanist, as part of his country estate ‘Leigh Park’) by 

replanting, opening up particular views and improving 

pathways.  Conservation work has been carried out on 

the historic follies and a new ‘Lookout’ (on the site of 

the historic Lookout folly) has been designed, which 

gives views over the mansion steps and down to the 

lake.   A new visitor car park has been sited on the north 

east corner with access direct from the Peterfield Road.  

The listed Coach House has been carefully restored and 

transformed into a new visitor centre, with various  

facilities and the tea rooms run by the nearby Park 

Community School, allowing students to gain  

vocational experience.   The project is also delivering a 

large programme of activities and events with the local 

community which will continue now that the parkland is 

fully open.   Congratulations must go to Jo Montague, 

Chair of the Project Board and her Countryside Team, 

together with the County Architects for delivering a  

successful scheme.   Some HGT members had a visit to 

the Park in the early stages of the project in the May 

2019 and another visit would now be in order, to view 

the revived historic landscape and new facilities. 

 

 Projects  

 

 The only project on the books at present is the Alresford 

Memorial Park, which is a Team initiative.  This is still at an 

early stage with a site survey having been done and  

 preliminary consultations with the Town Council have 

taken place to develop a sketch scheme. 

 

 

 

Conservation and Development 

Team Update 

5 



2 

 

 National Planning Guidance  

 

 One piece of news on the town and country planning 

front is the publication of a revised National Planning 

Policy Framework (NPPF) on 24 July 2021.  First published 

in 2012 with a number of revisions since, this update sets 

out the government’s planning policies for England and 

how these are expected to be applied.  The Section 16 

deals with ‘Conserving and enhancing the historic  

 environment’, paragraphs 189 to 208. 

 

 As usual, my gratitude must go to the Team for  

continuing to operate in the present circumstances and 

the vital assistance of the Research Team towards our 

work. 

 

Michael Ricketts  

Chair, Conservation & Development Team 

Conservation and Development 

Team Update 
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Formal opening event for Staunton Park  

 

HGT ZOOM LECTURE 

BY SALLY  MILLER  

 

Monday 15th  November  

@ 6pm 

Three generations of the Armstrong  

family of Hampshire 

 

A nursery with links to Repton and  

Jane Austen, and a plant hunter  

in Australia and Timor 

 

Hampshire Gardens Trust research group is currently  

working on a project to locate and record the historic 

plant nurseries and nurserymen of Hampshire. As  

elsewhere the provincial nursery trade in Hampshire grew 

rapidly from the mid eighteenth century.  This talk focuses 

on a large nursery ideally placed to supply the  

horticultural demands of the local gentry. Detailed  

records have revealed that the owner John Armstrong  

supplied all the plants for a walled garden and  

plantations designed by Repton at nearby Herriard Park 

and supplied shrubs to Frank Knight at Chawton House 

and the cottage in Chawton village occupied by his 

mother and his sister Jane Austen.  However,  

John Armstrong was bankrupt by 1815, a not unusual 

event in the trade, although the nursery continued to 

flourish under new ownership.  An intriguing postscript to 

the family history is the story of his son, another  

John Armstrong who became a plant hunter for Kew.  

 

Sally Miller, Trustee of Hampshire Gardens Trust and Chair, 

Research Group 

 

Sally has an MA Garden History (Birkbeck College) and 

now researches, writes and lectures on garden history. 

Her most recent publication, with colleagues, is ‘Humphry 

Repton at Herriard Park: Improving the  

Premises’ (available from admin@hgt.org.uk  £12 inc. 

p&p.) 

 

mailto:admin@hgt.org.uk


  

 

Garden P lans  

for  Schools  
 

We are delighted to announce the 

launch of our new ‘Garden Plans 

for Schools’ project which aims to 

inspire young people to take a 

closer interest in their surroundings 

by giving them an opportunity to 

become directly involved with 

growing vegetables, fruit and  

flowers. This exciting new initiative 

has started its first pilot scheme with 

the creation of an ‘Edible  

Playground’ at Oliver’s Battery  

Primary School and Nursery School 

just outside Winchester.  

 

The Mayor of Winchester,  

Councillor Vivian Achwal, who  

attended the official grand  

opening of the ‘Edible Playground’ 

last Friday, says “It is so important to 

encourage children to develop 

healthy eating habits, so an 

understanding of their local  

environment and where their food 

comes from is crucial. This project is 

a wonderful example of how  

children can learn and experience 

growing as part of a rich and  

varied curriculum.” 

 

The Project Leader, Professional 

gardener and horticulturalist, Ruth 

Farley set to work in February with 

the children, and a group of  

volunteers, on what was a bare 

and unused part of the school 

grounds. The garden is now full of 

wonderful produce - including a 

vibrant pollination bed for insects, 

as a result of the children’s weekly 

interaction.  

 

The project is supported by the 

Head Teacher, the PTA, Governors 

and teachers at the school. 

 

 

 

Ted Wake, who 

was at the garden 

opening added, “It 

was a wonderful 

occasion and 

great to see the 

Mayor mingling 

with children,  

supporters,  

Governors, PTA 

members and the 

Oliver's Battery 

School team.  We 

are proud to be associated with 

the school and very much hope 

that the OBS Garden Plans for 

Schools project becomes a  

beacon of excellence to inspire 

other schools in the wider county”. 

 

Carly Redfern, Headteacher at the 

School says ‘It has been an  

incredible opportunity for our 

school  community to work 

 together with Hampshire Gardens 

Trust on developing the Edible  

Playground. All  children, including 

our new Nursery Class, have had 

the opportunity to spend time 

planting seeds, watch them grow 

and sample some of the produce. 

It has been a joy to watch all  

children get involved and learn so 

much about horticulture. It is so 

exciting to think how these skills will 

support children in their future  

careers. We can't wait to continue 

the project next year and begin to 

embed the Edible Playground into 

our classroom practice. Our Year 

5/6 team is already planting crops 

so that children can have a real 

experience of rationing when they 

tackle their World War One project 

in the Autumn Term”.  

 

 

 

Education Team Update 
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JILL WALMSLEY AND  

RUTH FARLEY—NEW  

PROJECT LEADER AT  

OLIVER’S BATTERY  

PRIMARY SCHOOL - CHAT 

ABOUT THE PROJECT 

 

Jill : ‘Now we are approaching the 

end of the first Summer, how do 

you feel our ‘Edible Playground’ 

project at Olly B has gone?’ 

 

Ruth : ‘It’s been an amazing  

experience. The horti successes 

have been the pollinator border, 

our lettuce, beans and in the  

polytunnel, aubergine, chillis and 

tomatoes. The biggest success has 

been how the children have  

responded to the garden and how 

our relationship has built with them. 

The children have grown to be 

confident gardeners who are  

passionate about their Edible  

Playground.  Feedback we get 

from parents and teachers is that a 

lot of learning has taken place, 

enriching them over and above 

the requirements of the  

curriculum.’ 

 

Jill : ‘What are your thoughts for the 

upcoming Autumn term?’ 

 

Ruth: ‘We have lots of ideas for  

engaging the children.  We will be 

kicking off the term with harvesting 

seeds from plants we grew in the 

summer. It’s a great activity, in tune 

with the cycles of nature as well as 

providing a free resource for our 

growing plans next year.’ 

 

Jill : ‘What would you change?’ 

 

Ruth: ‘The organic matter we used 

to improve our raised beds was too 

strong and many vegetables didn’t  

thrive in it. So we will choose a  

different kind of soil improvement  

 

 

 

this autumn. It’s going to be a while 

before we can use our own  

compost, though we are  

enthusiastically adding to it. We’re 

looking forward to the chickens 

arriving which will be a bonus to 

this important endeavour.’ 

 

Jill : ‘What’s the plan for sharing 

your experience at Olly B’ 

 

Ruth: ‘Over the whole project 

we’ve kept notes and  

photographic evidence. This will be 

invaluable for use by the next 

school we bring onto the project. 

This will also form the basis for a 

‘How to’ style guide which HGT 

aims to produce’ 

 

 

Ruth : ‘What have been the  

highlights for you?’ 

 

Jill : ‘There has been so many but 

certainly the visit by the Mayor of 

Winchester was such a great  

moment. The PTA at Olly B are just 

terrific and produced a brilliant 

event out of the bag at very short 

notice. The subsequent publicity 

has been great for advancing the 

project to other schools. The other 

special moment was the  

excitement of the Potato in a  

Bucket reveal. The children were 

super competitive but really 

impressed me with their positive 

reaction to triumph and disaster. 

Great fun and good experience in 

the vagaries of vegetable  

growing.’ 

 

 

Ruth : ‘What are the challenges?’ 

 

Jill : ‘The Olly B project is a pilot. It’s 

a new initiative. We have you as a 

paid professional running the  

project and volunteers work  

alongside to make the magic  

happen. It’s always been the plan 

to roll out the ‘Edible Playground’ 

scheme to other schools in  

Hampshire. So the challenge will 

be to find the right professionals 

and volunteers to get further school 

garden plans off the ground. Fortu-

nately we already have some indi-

viduals in our sights and hope to be 

able to launch project 2 in a month 

or so.” 

 

Ruth : ‘You are an ornamental  

gardener. What have you learnt 

about growing edibles?’ 

 

Jill : ‘I had little to no experience of 

growing edibles. Its not an exact 

science thats for sure! The  

polytunnel has been invaluable. Its 

been great to see such bounty 

achieved from the seed sowing we 

did with the children. I’m looking 

forward to completing the whole 

year to see the full growing cycle. I 

still don’t like lettuce though!’ 

 

 

Education Team Update 
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Garden Plans for 

Schools - Project 2 

launches in October 
 

Following the generous response to 

our fundraising from HGT members, 

we are now able to start working 

with more schools across  

Hampshire. 

 

We have just launched our second 

‘Edible Playground’ at Redbridge 

Primary School, Southampton on 

15th October. Our HGT funded 

‘School Garden Facilitator’ will 

work weekly with the children and 

teachers to create a sustainable 

school garden project, based on 

the successful ‘Edible Playground’ 

concept at Oliver’s Battery Primary 

School. This scheme will provide an 

environment where the children 

can learn about the natural world 

and grow produce to encourage 

healthy eating in a fun and  

enjoyable way. 

 

Redbridge Primary School has 

grounds with great potential,  

enthusiastic teaching staff and  

active governors keen to improve 

facilities for the children who live in 

an urban environment. An existing 

kitchen garden will be renovated 

with the help of the reception class 

children. With plans for a  

polytunnel classroom, new water 

points and the development of 

other areas outside classrooms for 

easy access by the children we 

have an exciting time ahead of us.  

 

We are delighted that Felicity Gray, 

an experienced teacher and  

gardener, has agreed to  

spearhead this project. A  

sustainable school garden requires 

regular professional expertise along 

with volunteers and this is the  

element HGT’s ‘Garden Plans for 

Schools’ supplies. 

 

 

 

We look forward to reporting on 

our progress on the HGT website. 

www.hgt.org 

 

 

and more ... 

 

It’s important for our team to utilize 

what we have learnt and  

encourage other schools to learn 

from our experience. We are  

gathering evidence and examples 

of our achievements at  

Oliver’s Battery and aim to  

produce a ‘How to’ guide for other 

schools wishing to implement  

similar opportunities for their pupils. 

We are aiming to have this  

available in early Spring 2022. 

 

Finding more Ruths and  

Felicitys! 

 

The ‘School Garden Facilitator’ role 

is crucial for our ‘Edible  

Playgrounds’. We are looking for 

individuals with experience of  

working with children or expertise in 

horticulture to help us launch other 

projects. This is a paid role of 4 

hours per week.  

 

Please contact me to find out 

more.  

 

Jill Walmsley 

HGT Trustee - Education 

walmsley.jill@gmail.com 
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August working party 
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Drawings by pupils from Oliver’s Battery Primary School 
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GARDEN VISITS 2021 
 

Weirs Barn, Hartley Wintney | April 22nd  

 

A wonderfully sunny spring day provided the perfect 

backdrop for the first post-lockdown Trust visit to this 

beautiful garden, originally designed in 1900 by the 

Barn’s architect Robert Schulz,  a keen gardener who 

also collaborated with Gertrude Jekyll on Tylney Hall, 

only five miles away. The current owners, Terence and 

Jane Lyons, have lived and gardened here since 1986. 

The garden retains many of its original Arts-and-Craft 

features; lovely old York stone paths edged in brick, a 

lawned Sunk Garden with brick beds and amazing  

peacock topiary, some original box hedging, a nuttery, 

a Green Walk and some original trees.  Among these is 

a tulip tree, a mulberry and an enormous pear –  

stunningly in flower. There is also a  garden backdrop of 

three huge flowering wild cherries, up which rosa Paul’s 

Himalayan Musk is allowed to clamber.  

 

The original formal topiary is stunning, and it’s this  

structure, contrasting with the much looser informality of 

the recent underplanting by Terence Lyons, which gives 

the garden its unique atmosphere. Many beds include 

varieties of hardy geraniums, clematis, roses,  

hydrangeas and weigela, all immaculately kept.  A 

splendid peony border contains a range of tree peonies 

tantalisingly in huge bud, as well as several of the new 

Itoh varieties. 

 

The path to the bluebell wood leads through pollarded 

hazel,  bordered with a jumble of wild flowers; bluebells, 

narcissus, forget-me-nots all amazingly threaded 

through with many purple and white snakes-head  

fritillaries in full flower. This is a garden which would be 

fascinating to visit in all seasons. 

 

Eleanor Waterhouse 

HGT Member 

 

 

The Manor House, Upton Grey |June 3rd  

 

Rosamond Wallinger welcomed a large group of  

members to Upton Grey, her home for many years and 

the site of one of the most significant Gertrude Jekyll 

restoration projects.  Some visitors had heard the Zoom 

talk given by our host in April to HGT so were keen to 

see the garden in the flesh. 
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After a brief introduction we were free to wander at will, 

the kitchen garden was colourful as were the  

formal borders in front of the house. The roses were late 

flowering due to the aberrant Spring weather but there 

was still an abundance of colour and interest. The wild 

garden and pond area were stunning and gave inspira-

tion for more relaxed planting styles. Refreshments, in 

front of the House next to the Pergola – a classic feature 

of any Jekyll design, brought the morning to a close. 

 

The Manor House, Stratford Tony | July 27th  

 

Driving to Wiltshire in thunder, lightning and torrential 

rain was not the most promising start to an afternoon 

out. However, the sun shone on us for the duration of 

the visit to the Manor House. 

 

Lucinda Cookson gave a short introduction to the  

garden which has been in the family for two  

generations. Set in four acres and surrounded by the 

rolling Wiltshire countryside of the Chalke Valley, the 

garden, which is south facing, has lovely views. The  

owners have planted many trees during their time here 

which enhance the location. The lake, fed by the River 

Ebble is a major feature and an ideal place to sit and 

relax to enjoy both the wildlife and the sculptures  

located at various points in the garden.  

 

Malverleys, Nr Newbury |August 5th  

 

Always an outstanding garden, it did not disappoint 

when we visited in early August. A group of over thirty 

listened intently to Matthew Reese, the Head Gardener, 

as he explained the history and ethos of this well-known 

plot. Developed in less than ten years, the variety, ma-

turity, and wide-ranging selection of plants was a joy to  

behold. 

 

Peaceful walled areas with rills and statues, an  

impressive Stumpery, well stocked hot borders,  

meadows, topiary, water features ……. there is  

something for everyone here. The large walled garden 

with its white and green themes was a jungle full of 

interesting and eclectic plants. 

 

A successful morning and a garden to revisit in the  

future at a different time of year. 

 

Gillian Taylor 

Events Team 

 

The Manor House, Stratford Tony 

Events Team 

Malverleys 
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The Porter’s Garden, Portsmouth Dockyard  

Report submitted by Valerie Pennycook 

We have been in lockdown throughout spring with 

some easing of restrictions. April has been one of the 

driest on record with sub-zero temperatures at night 

and cold prevailing winds. The dockyard reopened to 

visitors on 17th May and is slowly returning to normal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had an outdoor planning meeting on 24th March; 

all actions have since been completed.  We have 

spent much time carefully weeding the lawn bed and 

have reduced the width of this bed down one side 

with a strip of turf.  Calamintha has been planted 

along one side and a Hyssop hedge on the other. We 

have replaced some of the plants in the herb border to 

keep it well stocked and slightly reduced the width of 

the Box hedge by the road to Action Stations.  The 

Ligustrum Ovalifolium hedge on the William III bed has 

been reshaped and is looking neat.  The lawns are 

looking very good and healthy, having been fed,  

reseeded where applicable and well maintained.  The 

Repton Baskets have looked wonderful overflowing 

with King Alfred daffodils, Actea and Geranium  

varieties, and the tubs bright and full of colour  

displaying Rip Van Winkle daffodils, Bellis, Sugar Rush 

and Pansies. The garden looks stunning and full of  

colour with the Judas tree in flower, Wisteria and Old 

Blush Rose to name a few. 

On 19th May we enjoyed a picnic in the garden with a 

lovely selection of savoury and sweet goodies.   The 

weather was very kind and waited until we had  

finished before unleashing its thunder and lightning 

storm! Thank you to all the volunteer gardeners who 

make it possible. 

 

 

 

Hyde Abbey Garden, Winchester 

Report submitted by Pam Underwood 

Hyde Abbey Garden continues to be cared for by a 

dwindling group of friends due to age and ailments.  

We are having two benches replaced, one due to 

vandalism and the other to wear and tear. They should 

be ready in early August, when we hope to have a get

-together in the Garden. We have raised some money 

for the benches thanks to the community and  

Winchester Council is kindly providing the shortfall. 

 

We are also 

replacing a 

lectern, 

which will 

depict the 

history and 

provide 

some infor-

mation 

about the 

Abbey. This 

too had 

been vandalised.  

People are also taking short cuts through the shrub-

bery, which is causing damage. 

We have regular working parties to weed, tidy up and 

trim the hedges. However, the council is responsible for 

the maintenance of the shrubbery.  

 

One Holly despite manure and watering is causing 

concern. It looks nearly dead, so we aim to remove it in 

the autumn and replace it with a new one. Its roots go 

into a concrete surround placed there to protect the 

archaeological site underneath. It will be an interesting 

project. 

 

Another concern is the North Walls Plans which aim to 

regenerate the whole park. We are worried about 

what impact this will have on the Garden. “Watch this 

space.” 

 

It is not all doom and gloom, however, as visitors sit in 

the garden enjoying the birds, peace and ambience, 

meeting their friends for coffee and chat and, in this 

current weather, enjoying the warmth of the sun.  
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Pauline Powell working hard in the garden 

The new lectern and the replacement benches  
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The Friends likewise derive pleasure from working in the 

garden. 

 

We also hope in September to take part in the  

Heritage weekend and talk to visitors about the  

Garden and the history of Hyde Abbey, just as we did 

last September. 

 

The Gazebo Garden, Havant  

Report submitted by Ann Buckley 

 

During the first lockdown we made a decision to keep 

the Gazebo Garden open to the public. The garden is 

a public open space which contains a Grade II listed 

building, situated in East Pallant in Havant. It is  

 surrounded by a car park, flats and work places, 

where many residents do not have access to a garden 

of their own. 

 

Staff from the dental surgery, local shops and offices, 

care staff and the parking attendants all sit in the  

Gazebo Garden to take a short break from work. 

 

A few extra seats were put out to help our visitors to 

keep their distance during the pandemic. The decision 

paid off and many visitors said how much they enjoyed 

sitting in this tranquil garden surrounded by  

birdsong .We continue to tend the garden, but just one 

volunteer at opening or closing times. Due to the long 

spell of very hot weather we needed to water the  

garden regularly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were many regular visitors from small children to 

people over ninety.  Other people out on long walks or 

bike rides also visited the garden during the periods of 

lock-down and we noticed many lovely comments 

about the garden on social media. 

 

The team received an award from the Spring Arts and 

Heritage Centre for the volunteer work in the first  

lockdown and the garden made an appearance on 

South Today. The garden also gave us great joy and 

purpose looking after it during our time in isolation at 

home.  We send many thanks to Anna Glanville-

Hearson for all her help during her time as co-ordinator 

and to all the team. 
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Children enjoying the sunshine in the garden  

It's really fun in the garden!  
Anna and Ann in the Gazebo Garden 
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The Petersfield Physic Garden 

Report submitted by Jenny Hill 

 

Catastrophic start to Spring Daffodils and tulips were 

just coming up as the shutters were coming down. 

Over the month of April, beautiful photographs kept 

us updated. Since the Garden qualified as an 

‘allotment‘ and  ‘a place of exercise’, some gardeners 

were able to return.  

Roses bloomed and the Honeysuckle hummed with 

bees through May and most of our gardeners felt they 

could return; the glorious perfume of the rose arches a 

reassuring Covid test. 

Oregano, Lavender, Lemon balm, woad and mints all 

flowered early and enthusiastically in the hot early  

summer weather.  

Never have the Gardeners been so happy to spend 

long hours watering in the sunshine. 

All the Lavender harvested and made into bunches 

was quickly sold. Sales of the garden plants accumu-

lated during Garden lockdown positively  

Vanished off the Plant Sale benches; to the great relief 

of the gardeners who had spent months nurturing 

them.  

In July we were able to partially open the Garden for 

three days a week and it was a delight to talk to our 

first visitors who popped in with coffee and croissants to 

enjoy the sunshine. 

Realising many of our regular visitors would still not be 

able to come in, we've tried to keep them up to date 

via our website. 

Under lockdown we were able to let our spring mead-

ow remain uncut for a few extra weeks. It was appar-

ently mowed the traditional way with long scythes, alt-

hough the strimmer, of course, did most of it.    

September, and finally we return to normal or at least 

‘the new normal’. At last we can fully share the garden  

with the people of Petersfield for whom it was intend-

ed. We have looked after it  for you and, in these ex-

traordinary times, delighted in every moment. 

 

 

 

 

 

Verdant, lush, fresh and flourishing. Its late summer in 

the Physic Garden. The gardeners are working and the 

visitors are returned; all, of course, following Covid-safe 

rules. 

And, for a moment, it seemed that normal life was 

returning. We preened our pruning and burnished our 

beds, not a leaf was left unpolished until we had 

achieved  

Chelsea Flower Show standards when BBC TV came to 

see us in September. 

Clouds were already on the Covid horizon as we 

moved into early autumn but the magic of the Garden 

continued. For those who work there and those who 

visit, the Garden is ever the perfect green space to 

relax and forget for a while. 

Inevitability,  the statistics became gloomier and the 

days became  darker. Gardeners prepared the Gar-

den for its winter season; cutting back old herbaceous 

plants, leaving seeds for the birds, moving barrel load 

after load to mulch the beds, endlessly clearing paths 

of fallen leaves until 

Nature settled down into its quiet, dormant time. 

Again, decisions had to be made about closing the 

Garden, but it was felt that, so important was this green 

oasis to the people of Petersfield, this time, the third 

lockdown, the Garden was to stay open. 

Those who worked in the Garden, gardeners and war-

dens alike, continued to come in, if and only if, they felt 

sufficiently secure.  

In the December we harvested and sold record num-

bers of mistletoe bunches as Christmas preparations 

started early and people hoped to meet and greet on 

Christmas Day. Few of us did. 

Optimism always comes with lengthening days. The 

snowdrops are in flower, always the heralds of Spring 

and signs of life returning. Soon to be followed by the 

aconites, crocus and daffodils and then we shall have 

come full circle back to season when the Garden had 

to close.  

Now, however, we can see all this and the glory of the 

primroses, the bluebells, hyacinths and tulips. Centuries 

ago, a Physic Garden provided medicines to cure ills, 

now it provides balm to our souls. 

 

News from Member Gardens 

of the Association of Friends 
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As you read about the rewarding work being  

carried out in the gardens featured above, I hope 

you are inspired to volunteer to help out in a  

garden in your area. You don’t need to spend lots 

of time to be useful, you only need to spare the 

time which is available to you. Why don’t you go 

along to your local community garden and offer 

your services, even if it’s only for a couple of hours 

a week. You and those who visit the garden will 

derive great pleasure from your efforts. If you  

contact me on prtj@talktalk.net, I can put you in 

touch with the co-ordinator of the appropriate 

garden. 

 

Peter  Wilkinson 

Trustee and Co-ordinator of the  

Association of Friends Groups                                             

 

Young springtime visitors enjoying the garden 

Explaining about the garden to visitors  

The volunteers enjoying a welcome break                            

Jenny Hill making a sound recording  

The Petersfield Physic Garden 



  

 

Sylvia Landsberg,  1928 – 2021 

A Personal Appreciation 
 

Sylvia Landsberg, an 

internationally  

renowned designer 

and historian of  

gardens, died  

peacefully on 9 June 

2021 at the age of 93 

at the family home in 

Highfield,  

Southampton.  Many 

readers will know her 

as the designer of 

Queen Eleanor’s Garden at the Great Hall, Winchester, 

the Tudor House Garden in Southampton and the  

Physic Garden in Petersfield. 

 

Sylvia was an early academic in the field of ecology, an 

emerging science in the 1950s and 1960s. In 1955 she 

was awarded a PhD and in the same year married  

theoretical physicist Peter Landsberg. From 1959 to 1972 

the family, now with three children, lived in Cardiff,  

enjoying life within the University and the community. In 

1972 the family moved to the Highfield area of  

Southampton where they engaged whole-heartedly in 

the Residents’ Garden Association of the Portswood 

community in which they were based. Sylvia’s full and 

creative life is remembered by her family in their loving 

obituary posted on HGT’s website  http://

www.hgt.org.uk/uncategorized/51663/ 

 

I was already familiar with Sylvia’s work through her  

excellent book The Medieval Garden (Fig.1) so it was a 

great  

pleasure to 

meet and 

work with her 

in 2013 when 

we  

combined 

forces to 

bring about 

some  

restoration of 

Queen  

Eleanor’s  

Garden. It 

had then been closed for some time because of works  

 

 

 

on the Great Hall and was in an unsatisfactory  

condition.  Informed of this, Sylvia approached  

Hampshire Gardens Trust which, led by Gilly Drummond, 

had been actively involved in the original conception 

of the garden in 1985.  A small team from the HGT re-

search group met with Sylvia to discuss our concerns 

about the condition of the hard landscaping, the  

quality and condition of the planting and the lack of 

accessible interpretation available to visitors. Some of 

those concerns were addressed by Hampshire County 

Council (HCC)  including the appointment of two part-

time gardeners, who are still working there.   

 

The authenticity of the garden rests not just on its design 

but on the planting, which is restricted to plants  

available in England in the medieval period. That  

authenticity had been degraded over time so Sylvia 

dug out probably the only remaining copy of her  

original schedule for the planting and appropriate 

maintenance of the garden. The gardeners were  

delighted to have that as they got to grips with the  

restoration.  

 

In 2014 Sylvia gave a talk to HCC staff, Great Hall  

volunteers and the gardeners to show them the 

 inspiration that informed her design and how, with the 

invaluable help of John Harvey, noted expert on  

medieval plants, the planting was chosen and placed. 

Helping Sylvia with the talk, I was struck by her passion 

for sharing her love of the garden with others and the 

engaging way she drew her audience into the story. 

She was justly 

proud of how 

the garden had 

been  

created from an 

unloved and 

derelict piece of 

ground outside 

the Great Hall 

(Figs. 2 & 3). She 

was proud of 

the Hampshire 

craftsmen who 

helped to furnish 

the garden 

(Figs.4 & 5) and 

a little sad that 

some early  

features of the design did not survive (Fig 6). And one of 

her proudest moments was when the garden was   
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opened in 1986 by 

Queen Elizabeth 

the Queen Mother. 

Among the images 

from Sylvia’s archive 

is a page of photo-

graphs annotated 

by her (Fig 7). 

 

I learned a lot from 

Sylvia during our 

discussions, but above all 

she was one of those rare 

people who from first  

acquaintance treats you 

as an old friend and 

instinctively knows that 

you are both on the same 

wavelength. It was a  

privilege to have known 

her - and tea and  

home-made cake in her 

garden was always a 

treat!  

  

An appreciation of all  

Sylvia’s garden design 

work will appear in the 

next issue of HGT  

Magazine. 

  

Sally Miller, HGT Trustee and Chair, Research 

Group 

 

Captions 

 

Fig.1  A ‘herber’ or small enclosed garden. Trellises support 

white alba and red gallica roses and behind the turf  

 benches a tunnel arbour is covered in vines. The herber 

in Queen Eleanor’s garden is based on this picture. 

French, c. 1465.  

Fig.2   The garden was created here: the Great Hall on the 

left, backed by the new Law Courts building.  

 Photo: collection of Sylvia Landsberg  

Fig.3   The new garden in 1986.  

 Photo: collection of Sylvia Landsberg 

Fig.4   Stone mason taking a nap!  

 Photo: collection of Sylvia Landsberg 

Fig.5   The model for the bronze falcon that sits atop the 

fountain.  

 Photo: Sylvia Landsberg 

 

 

 

 

Fig.6   The white doves were delightfully authentic to the 

period but did not long survive modern health and  

 safety concerns!.  

 Photo: collection of Sylvia Landsberg 

Fig.7   Sylvia’s annotations on some of the opening day  

 Photographs. Sylvia Landsberg 
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 The Clay Family – 

Six Generations of 

Gardeners and 

Nurserymen 

by Sally Miller  

Chair, Research Team 
 

Owners and designers of great  

gardens survive in the historic  

record, but those who supplied and 

nurtured the plantings rarely do. 

Nurseries were full of working  

documents – orders, invoices,  

account books - but often when a 

nursery changed hands (or even 

did a spring clean!) the records 

went on the bonfire.  But the  

nurseries were important not just in 

supplying sometimes hundreds of 

trees and plants, but in raising new 

plant introductions and advising 

owners on what would grow in their 

soil: their skills were essential to the 

survival of the garden. 

 

The purpose of the research group’s 

current project is to identify  

significant plant nurseries and  

nurserymen in Hampshire from the  

mid-18th century when provincial 

nurseries first appeared. So we are 

delighted to have Peter Wilkinson’s 

account of the Clay family,  

summarised here: a remarkable 

story of six generations in the trade! 

 

The family story begins with Nicholas 

Clay (b. 1816), listed in 1861 as an 

agricultural labourer at Hinton 

Ampner. Nicholas’ son, John also 

worked at Hinton Ampner until the 

1870s when he became the  

gamekeeper at Worthy Park.  

 

John’s son Ernest Clay (1881-1967) 

started work aged 13 as garden 

boy at Worthy Park and at age 16 

he became ‘journeyman gardener’  

 

 

 

to Francis Denzil Edward Baring at 

The Grange, Northington. A  

journeyman, having completed his  

apprenticeship, would continue to 

build his skills and experience by 

changing jobs quite often.    

Ernest Clay’s career is a classic  

example. He went next to the 

Broadlands Estate, Romsey, then to 

Cobham Hall in Kent where he  

became foreman nurseryman. After 

Cobham Hall he was at  

Waddesdon Manor, Aylesbury, the 

home of Alice de Rothschild, where 

he was also in charge of the  

nurseries. He then changed track, 

employed at the Cutbush Nursery, 

High Barnet, London, a business with 

royal warrants. While at Cutbush 

Ernest married Maud Trotman, 

whom he had met at The Grange, 

Northington. His first appointment as 

Head Gardener was at Little 

Hallands, near Seaford in East  

Sussex.  In 1918 he was back in 

Hampshire, working at Langtons, 

Alresford.  In 1925 he moved back 

to The Grange as Head Gardener, 

with his four children (his wife Maud 

had died in 1920).  When the Baring 

family sold The Grange to Charles 

Wallach in 1934/35, Ernest and his 

family moved to the Tichborne  

Estate, near Alresford and Ernest 

worked there as Head Gardener 

until 1951. After retirement he  

continued to live in the cottage on 

the estate with his second wife 

Laura. He died in 1967. 

 

Harry, Ernest’s eldest son, worked as 

Head Gardener to Esmond Charles 

Baring, at his home Abbotsworthy 

House, Kingsworthy.   Ernest’s third 

son, Richard (1914-1968), served his 

apprenticeship c.1929 at Blenheim 

Palace, Woodstock, as a gardener 

and nurseryman moving after four 

years to Lavington Park in  

West Sussex. When in 1936 the  

estate was sold Richard went to  

 

 

 

work at Littlecote House, Wiltshire, 

the home of Sir Ernest Salter Wills Bt. 

(the Wills Tobacco dynasty). At the 

beginning of the Second World 

War, when Littlecote was  

requisitioned by the Government , 

Richard, with his wife Myrtle, moved 

to work as a nurseryman at  

Sunningdale Nurseries on the  

eastern banks of the River Hamble 

at the bottom of Holly Hill Lane,  

Sarisbury.  

 

Richard spent the war years at  

Sunningdale, before moving in 1946 

to Balldown Nurseries on the Stock-

bridge Road (close to where Kirton 

Farm Nurseries now are). There  

Richard had a personal contract to 

provide sweet pea seeds to Carters 

Seeds.  In 1949 Simon and Pamela 

Baring bought the business and the 

name of Jeffery and Sons (who 

owned a florist’s shop at 66, High 

Street and a nursery in St. Peter’s 

Street, Winchester). The Barings then 

purchased from Lord Swaythling, 

owner of the Townhill Park Estate , 

the walled kitchen garden there 

and Marlhill Copse along with an 

adjacent piece of farmland. In 1950 

Simon Baring asked Richard to 

move from Balldown Nurseries to 

become the General Manager of 

the new venture, the name of 

which was soon changed to Swan 

Nurseries. Richard retained the  

contract to supply Carters Seeds 

with sweet pea seeds for their 

award-winning displays at the  

Chelsea Flower Show.   

 

Marlhill Copse played an important 

part in the early success of Swan 

Nurseries. Hundreds of rhododen-

drons which had helped to make 

Lord Swaythling’s Woodland  

Garden so beautiful from the 1920s                       

into the 1940’s, were dug up and 

sold at the nursery. At that time the 

Woodland Garden was a serious  
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rival of Exbury Gardens in the New 

Forest, with exotic plants such as 

camellias, magnolias, hybridised  

rhododendrons and Lilium  

Giganteum a.k.a. Cardiocrinum 

Giganteum.  

 

Simon Baring owned Swan Nurseries 

until his death in 1962, when  

Esmond and Aubrey Baring, two of 

Simon’s younger brothers, took the  

helm, joined by another brother 

Giles in 1970. Giles Baring with  

Richard and Myrtle Clay formed a 

company called Rainbow Flowers, 

using a systemic dye to colour  

flowers, mainly irises, carnations and 

chrysanthemums. These became 

very popular (though the fashion 

did not last) and were sold at the 

Swan Nurseries shop, and the dyes 

were sold to other nurseries.  

 

Richard Clay was the General  

Manager of Swan Nurseries until his 

death in 1968, when his wife, Myrtle 

(a skilled florist) and their son, Rod 

(b. 1942) took over. Rod had learnt 

his trade as a gardener and nursery-

man by working with his father.  In 

1970 Rod left the nursery  to work as 

a nurseryman   at Mediterranean 

Flowers in Curdridge.  He moved on 

to Wangfield Nurseries, also in  

Curdridge, then to Woodlea  

Nurseries in Durley and finally to 

Humbees Nursery next to Marwell 

Zoo. Rod retired from full-time work 

in 2009. Swan Nurseries continued 

through several changes of  

ownership and is now (2021) owned 

by Haskins Garden Centre.  

                                                                                                         

In 1964 Rod had married Ann and 

they purchased a cottage on the 

Townhill Park estate, adjacent to 

Swan Nurseries. They live there still as 

Rod works part-time as a gardener 

at Townhill Park House Gardens (The 

Gregg School) and part-time at 

Haskins Garden Centre.  And so to 

the sixth generation of the Clay  

 

 

 

family, Rod and Ann’s son Andrew 

(b. 1969). Andrew worked at the  

Woodlea Nurseries alongside his 

father while gaining his  

qualifications at Sparsholt College. 

In 2002 he left Woodlea to be the 

manager and gardener at the  

Wintershill estate in Durley.   

 

From original research by  

Peter Wilkinson, HGT Trustee and  

Co-ordinator of the Association of 

Friends Groups.  

 

Peter writes: Most of the information 

and the photographs were supplied 

to me by Ann and Rod Clay. Rod is 

a very long-time Friend of Townhill 

Park House Gardens and played an 

important rôle in the restoration and 

the maintenance of the Gertrude 

Jekyll gardens and of the  

arboretum. 

 

Sally Miller, HGT Trustee and Chair 

Research Group has summarised 

Peter’s research for this Newsletter. 

Peter will be working with Rod to 

record his family memories and we 

plan to deposit that record at the 

Wessex Film and Sound Archive at 

Hampshire Record Office. 
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Ernest & children The Lodge 1926 
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The Parks of Portsmouth 

 

As many members will know, since 2014 the Research 

Group has been working on an update of the survey of 

Hampshire's urban parks originally commissioned by 

Hampshire County Council in 1996. At that time, only 6 

Districts were surveyed, and the intention had been to 

extend the research to other Districts. This never took 

place.  

 

Having completed our updates of these 6 Districts, we 

are now extending the survey to other Districts,  

beginning with Portsmouth. From the start it was clear 

that Portsmouth is a special place - an island, a major 

tourist destination and one of the most densely  

populated cities in the UK, with a unique military history 

which is still very much in evidence today. And a good 

number of its parks and green spaces either owe their 

existence to or provide reminders of this significant part 

of its past. 

 

Southsea Common is one such place: covering an area 

of 82 hectares along the southern shore of Portsea  

Island, it is one of the most popular destinations in  

Portsmouth, both for tourists and locals. It includes 

Lumps Fort Model Village, Rock Garden, West Battery 

Garden, the Royal Marines and the D-Day Memorial 

Gardens and Canoe Lake. The fact that such an 

 extensive expanse of open public land still exists  

today is largely due to the strategic importance of 

Southsea Castle, built in 1544, and the enclosure of the 

surrounding Common in the mid-1780s to prevent  

development and ensure an open space around the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Castle for a ‘field of fire’. This land was purchased from 

the War Department in 1922 by the City Council, and  

recreational facilities gradually added. 

 

At the other end of Portsea Island are the Hilsea Lines: 

covering an area similar in size to Southsea Common, 

today it is a wildlife haven with woodland, meadows 

and lakes, and a network of trails attracting walkers, 

runners and botanists alike. Like Southsea Common, the 

site was originally a military base: the first defences were 

built in 1544, replaced in 1871 by a 2-mile structure of 

ramparts with bastions and a moat to counter a French 

invasion which never came. 

 

Most of the original structure is unaltered today. The 

Lines were designated a Scheduled Ancient Monument 

in 1964 and gained Conservation Area status in 1994 in 

recognition of the value, not only of the monument, but 

also of its setting. 

 

On a much smaller scale, Gatcombe Gardens is a tiny  

part of an estate which once belonged to Admiral Sir 

Roger Curtis, Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces 

in Portsmouth from 1809, and later used for military  

purposes, finally being bought in 1970 by Portsmouth 

City Council and now a quiet green space in a built-up 

residential area. 
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Rose Garden, Lumps Fort 

Canoe Lake, Southsea Common 



2 

 

 

Many parks have military memorials and some also 

include plantings connected to or commemorating 

military campaigns and naval explorations. The Porter’s 

Garden recreated on the original 1754 site in  

Portsmouth Historic Dockyard demonstrates plants  

 

 

 

 

 

commemorating naval exploration and plant-finding 

voyages to the Americas, Europe, Asia, the Far East and 

newly acquired British Colonies, whilst herbs for  

everyday ailments link the garden to the Mary Rose and 

Victory. In the Garden of Hope behind the D-Day  

Museum is an Aleppo pine which commemorates the 

Battle of Lone Pine fought between Australian and New 

Zealand Army Corps and Ottoman Empire forces during 

the Gallipoli Campaign of the First World War.   It is said 

that an Australian soldier took seeds from the Lone Pine 

back to Australia for planting, leading to a world-wide 

distribution of the resulting saplings. This may or may not 

be apocryphal, but what an interesting story and so 

much in keeping with the history of Portsmouth. Our  

research continues. 

 

Dee Clift 

HGT Research Group Coordinator, Urban 

Parks   

 

 

https://historicengland.org.uk/sitesearch?

searchType=site&search=southsea+common 

 

https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/services/leisure/parks/

hilsea-lines/ 
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Porter's Lodge Garden 

Gatcombe Gardens 

Roots to Seeds: new exhibition celebrates 
four centuries of Oxford botany work 

Weston Library, Bodleian Libraries, Oxford 
Free admission, no booking required 

18 May – 24 October 2021 

 
An exhibition that reveals the highs and lows of botany at the University of 

Oxford, and highlights the continued relevance of this study in the modern 

world, as Oxford Botanic Garden celebrates its 400th anniversary  

 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/about/media/

https://historicengland.org.uk/sitesearch?searchType=site&search=southsea+common
https://historicengland.org.uk/sitesearch?searchType=site&search=southsea+common
https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/services/leisure/parks/hilsea-lines/
https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/services/leisure/parks/hilsea-lines/


  

Sarisbury Court  

An Australian connection 
 

The story of Sarisbury Court, the post WWI 

training centre for ex-servicemen,  

continues to develop, this time with 

information from Australia! In 2014 I  

started to research Sarisbury Court, at the 

request of Sue Stuart-Smith, renowned 

psychiatrist, psychotherapist, author of 

The Well Gardened Mind and HGT zoom 

lecturer.   Her uncle had retrained in the 

horticultural unit at Sarisbury and she had 

just one document from his time there: a 

job reference written by his Instructor.  
 

In the Newsletter of October 2015,  I 

wrote a brief history of the estate on the 

east bank of the Hamble river. In 1917 

Sarisbury Court had been sold to the US 

Government for use as a military (Red 

Cross) hospital and rehabilitation centre. 

Clearly, its use as an American hospital 

was short-lived and after the war ended 

it was sold back to the British  

government.  The facilities and  

infrastructure left by the Americans made 

it an ideal site for the Ministry of Labour to 

set up a rehabilitation and training centre 

for disabled ex-servicemen keen to 

learn trades such as  

horticulture, carpentry, metal  

working, plumbing and so on.   

Facilities for the trainees included a 

bowling green and tennis courts, 

boating, fishing and a well-equipped 

theatre. It closed as a training centre 

in 1927, the house and buildings were  

demolished and the land sold in lots 

for development. However, during 

the few years that the training centre 

existed there was also a teacher  

training unit there with some 150  

ex-service students.  

 

 In July an email dropped into my Inbox 

out of the blue from Mr John Trainer, a 

former Speaker of the South Australian 

Parliament (now retired) who had found 

our research website and wanted to 

share information about his father who 

had trained as a teacher at Sarisbury 

before emigrating to Australia. I sent him 

my full research on Sarisbury and in return 

he sent numerous fascinating  

photographs and newspaper clippings, 

which give a rare insight into his father’s 

life at Sarisbury.   

 

 

 

In the early 1920s South Australia was 

short of teachers so the Director of  

Education for the state toured the UK on 

a recruiting drive. For ex-soldiers in  

post-war Britain the offer was enticing: a 5 

year bond, passage, a grant and a  

guaranteed job on arrival. Mr Trainer  

senior was so satisfied with his new life 

that within a few weeks of arriving he sent 

for his sweetheart from Swanwick to join 

him and they were married on her arrival. 
 

This new information also confirms the 

story (sometimes thought fanciful) of the 

famous incident at the Hamble toll 

bridge. The students’ favourite watering 

hole was across the Hamble: the toll 

bridge charge was 1 penny for  

pedestrians and 3 pennies for wheeled 

vehicles. One night when returning from 

the pub, the toll keeper tried to charge 

the wheeled vehicle rate for one student 

who used a wheelchair.  It seems the 

students tore the gates off their  

hinges and threw them into the river, 

along with the toll-keeper! 

 

Sally Miller, HGT Trustee and  

Chair, Research Group 

 

 

.  
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A group, with the name they gave themselves, in a  

dormitory at Sarisbury, 1923.  Mr Trainer’s father is 

sitting behind the sign.   

Private collection 

A charabanc excursion to Stonehenge. 

 Private collection 

The morning after the toll bridge incident, the police 

turned up at Sarisbury to investigate, 1922.   

Private collection 

Mass arrival of teachers in Southern Australia (clearly 

tanned from a few weeks at sea!). Many of this group 

had trained at Sarisbury, John Farmer senior is seated in 

the middle of the second row from the front, just below 

a serious official in black coat and watch chain.  

Private collection 

A fancy dress party at Sarisbury. Private collection 

1.  Sue Stuart-Smith’s book The Well Gardened Mind was published in 2020, reviewed in our Autumn 2020 Newsletter 

and Sue gave a talk about her book in our winter zoom talks programme.  

22 



  

 

 

In Memoriam – The Earl of Selborne  

 

I write on my own account and on behalf of the  

Trustees to express sympathy for the loss of Hampshire 

Gardens Trust Patron, Lord Selborne.   

  

The Trust was so fortunate to have John as a Trustee, 

Patron, and advisor in the early days. He had such a 

gentle way of keeping an observant eye on this  

completely new way of involving and interesting  

people in the history of the design and development of 

gardens and designed landscapes. 

  

Many of us who knew John were amazed, but not  

surprised at, his determination when he knew he was 

not well and had been told to take plenty of exercise, 

he promptly embarked on a pilgrimage of twenty-four  

Anglican cathedrals in just over two years – so wonder-

ful to have this recorded, in colour in The Independent.   

  

John’s first sponsored walk was in aid of the Gilbert 

White Museum and he was a great, quiet, and helpful 

advisor to me when I became a trustee. He never did 

tell me if he approved or disproved of my determination 

to replace Gilbert’s huge wooden statue of Hercules at 

the edge of the wood as an eyecatcher!   

 

 

 

His final walks were from Wells to Exeter, then Truro to 

Exeter arriving on Easter Day just in time for Processional 

Choral Evensong. The anthem was Handel’s Hallelujah 

Chorus.  

 

 

 

 

He will live long in the memory of those who loved, 

knew and admired him for his enchanting personality, 

originality, kindness and breadth of knowledge. He 

gave generously of these gifts to all individuals and  

organisations in need of guidance and advice across 

such a wide field – from apples and the environment to 

the National Geographic Society, The Gilbert White  

Museum, and Selborne village. In the House of Lords he 

was prepared to advise and speak up in support of 

matters, in which he was such an expert. 

 

 Gilly Drummond 
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DIARY DATES  

2022 Garden Vis i t s  
 

PLANNED VISITS SO FAR 

 

Thursday 28th April    

Kingston Bagpuize House 

Guided tour of House, followed by Garden visit 

and afternoon tea  

 

Tuesday 10th May  

Munstead Wood 

Guided tour of garden including talk about  

Gertrude Jekyll 

 

Tuesday 24th May 

Englefield House  

Guided tour of Pleasure gardens, then guided 

tour of Kitchen Garden, followed by afternoon 

tea 

 

Wednesday 15th June  

West Lavington Manor 

Morning visit   

Chisenbury Priory  

Afternoon visit including refreshments 

 

 

John Selborne outside of Rochester Cathedral 



  

 

Update from Louise Oakden who was  

awarded the HGT Student Bursary 
 

I am enjoying my time at Sir Harold Hillier Gardens. I have learnt 

so much and I feel that I have gained in confidence and  

experience. My overall horticultural knowledge and expertise 

have developed. It has been marvellous to see the gardens 

throughout the different seasons. There is always something 

different to see and enjoy. 

As students we rotate around the various areas within the  

gardens. These include the Winter Garden (one of the largest 

Winter Gardens in Europe), the area around Jermyn’s House, 

the Centenary Border (one of the largest mixed double borders 

in the country)and the pond area, Bentry woodland 

(Rhododendron walk) and Woods of the World situated within 

Ampfield woods. 

I have spent some time 

with the arborists and  

participated in tree care 

and management. I used 

a chainsaw for the first 

time under supervision. I 

even climbed up a Pinus 

ayacahuite approximately 

25 feet which, as I am 

scared of heights was a 

big achievement!! The 

view of the gardens from 

up there was amazing! 

I have been part of the 

tree planting team,  

planting trees around the 

gardens and arboretum.  

As students we have been a part of several big projects within 

the gardens, including the re-turfing of lawns at the side of 

Jermyn’s House and Magnolia Avenue and the planting of 

trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants outside the new 

 restaurant at the house. The new pathway in the Himalayan 

Valley has been completed making the valley more accessible 

to all visitors. I have been involved in routine garden  

maintenance including pruning, tidying and weeding. 

We enjoyed our first field trip to Longstock Water Gardens and 

arboretum. It was a fascinating visit with a tour from the head 

gardener. We learnt about how the gardens there work,  

differences in soil and planting. The gardens are well worth a 

visit and I hope to return at some point. 

Another achievement is, that I have passed my tractor  

assessment. This allows me to use a tractor and trailer on site. I 

can now be more helpful around the gardens by transporting 

equipment and compost waste etc. 

 

 

 

I have been part of 

the Sir Harold Hillier 

Gardens National 

Plant Collection  

exhibit of Hypericums 

at RHS Hampton 

Court Garden  

Festival. Our display 

was awarded a Silver 

gilt medal. The other 

students and I 

planned the exhibit, 

chose the plants and 

tended them and 

assembled the display according to our plans. Attending the 

festival was an amazing experience as it was my first major 

flower/garden festival. I have learnt much from the experience 

and I have met some wonderful people. 

I am truly grateful for the opportunity of my internship at Hilliers. 

I am thankful for the bursary from Hampshire Gardens Trust 

which has assisted me during the past year. 

Louise Oaken 
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BOOK REVIEW | The Princess’s Garden: Royal  

  Intrigue and the Untold Story of Kew  

Author |  Vanessa Berridge 

 

Amberley, 2017  

 

For those interested in the Hanoverian period of English 

history and the intrigues within a dysfunctional royal  

family this is a Good Read.  It is not, however, an 'Untold 

Story'.  The history of Kew as told by Ray Desmond can 

hardly be bettered in its detail and relevance to garden 

historians and books such as Timothy Mowl's William Kent 

cover the association between Chiswick, Richmond, 

Stowe and other mid-eighteenth-century landscapes. 

 

Vanessa Berridge concentrates particularly on the  

period during which Frederick and Augusta as Prince 

and Princess of Wales occupied the White House at Kew.  

Much of the early part of this book explores the role of 

Queen Caroline who occupied the much larger  

demesne of Richmond Lodge and Old Richmond Park to 

the south and west of the White House.  Demolished in 

1772, its remains now lie under the 12th green and 13th 

tee of the Royal Mid-Surrey Golf Club's inner course.  

Berridge considers in detail the political iconography of 

work done at Richmond and Stowe by Charles Bridgman 

and William Kent under the instructions of Queen  

Caroline and the disapprobation of King George II. 

 

During this period Frederick employed William Kent to 

enlarge the White House and adorn the interiors.   

Frederick was at the time (we are told) an enthusiastic 

gardener, but there is little evidence offered to support 

this claim.  His sudden friendship with John Stuart, 3rd Earl 

of Bute may have been inspired by a shared interest in 

botany, but Bute was the acknowledged botanist, not 

Fred. 

 

Following Frederick's death in 1751 it was his widow  

Augusta who enlarged the holdings around the White 

House by the purchase of agricultural land and, having 

engaged the architect William Chambers, she adorned 

this landscape with his buildings and follies.  Meanwhile 

Bute worked hard to establish the gardens as a centre 

for the collection of newly discovered botanical  

specimens, seeds and plants which were beginning to 

arrive from every corner of the globe. 

 

Given the title of this book we would like to have had 

better garden plans and maps; the reproduction of the 

John Rocque 1734 Plan of the House, Gardens, Park &  

 

 

 

Hermitage of their Majesties at Richmond  relates to 

Queen Caroline's garden, not the Kew garden of  

Princess Augusta, and anyway it is far too small to read. 

As a treatise on the political iconography of eighteenth-

century gardens this is well worth reading and the story 

of the family disputes are entertaining, but it falls short  

as a new work on the early development of  

Kew Gardens. 

 

Valerie Joynt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK REVIEW | Huguenots, Apothecaries,  

                           Gardeners and Squires:  

  The Garniers of Rookesbury, Hampshire 

 
Author |  Rosemary Baird Andreae 

 

Published privately by subscription in a limited edition of 

250 copies, but a copy will be available in the HGT-

Hutton Library at the Hartley Library, University of  

Southampton and also at the HRO. 

 

Rosemary Baird Andreae is not only known to us as a 

member of the HGT, but she is an accomplished  

historian of Art and Architecture and a past curator of 

the Goodwood Collection. 
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This is a beautifully presented book from the delightful 

cover reproduction of George Charles Garnier with his 

dog Turk (Thomas Hudson c.1752) to the numerous  

photographs and illustrations embedded in the text.  

 

The author had an unenviable task of unravelling a  

complex family dynasty from a confused archive of 

notes, diaries and letters.  She uses primary sources as 

much as possible for the family history and weaves this 

into a more entertaining history of the arrival of the  

Huguenots in Britain in the 1680s.  We learn how the  

Garniers, from professions as silversmiths and  

apothecaries (albeit 

to the aristocracy) 

rose through  

patronage, business 

acumen and  

marriage to become 

wealthy land owners 

in south Hampshire.   

 

As gardeners and 

garden historians we 

might wish for great-

er detail about the 

development of the 

grounds at  

Rookesbury, at both 

the old house in the 

late-eighteenth  

century and then the new mansion from about 1825.  

Current Google Earth images show interesting parch 

marks on the lawns to the east of the house, but there is 

no mention in the text of any parterres.  The author gives 

a much fuller account of the Bishopstoke rectory garden 

developed by the horticulturalist and cleric, Thomas  

Garnier ( 1776-1873) better known as Dean Garnier of 

Winchester Cathedral. (Bishopstoke has accidentally 

been transferred north of Winchester, p. 128).  In the 

1990s a garden was created under the auspices of the 

Hampshire Gardens Trust to commemorate Thomas  

Garnier beneath the south transept of Winchester  

Cathedral which continues to be managed by the 

Friends of Dean Garnier Garden.  

 

The book might benefit from a more detailed family tree, 

perhaps including wives, to distinguish between the  

multiple Isaacs, Williams and Georges.  This reader (who 

is not familiar with Wickham and Southwick) also 

yearned for larger maps and better cross-referencing to 

the maps from the text.  

 

 

 

This book is much more than a family saga.  Rosemary 

Andreae succeeds in including so much historical detail 

as well as her in-depth knowledge about the  

architecture of Rookesbury House which she places in 

the context of other Greek Revival houses in Hampshire.  

In particular, she has researched the dispersal of the  

large art collection which was sold in 1895 and 1927  

and details are included in the appendices.  It is above 

all, a family history and as such it is an astonishing  

success. 

 

Valerie Joynt 

 

Hartley Library latest access 

 update September 2021 
 

We are pleased to welcome you to our libraries for studying 

and browsing.  Please remember to bring your HGT membership 

card for entry. Please bring photo ID to show at the library 

helpdesk. Please note that bookings for study space or brows-

ing will no longer be required from Wednesday 18/08/21. 

 

Current opening hours: 

Hartley Library: Monday - Friday 08:00-midnight; Saturday 

 - Sunday 09:00-17:00 

Winchester School of Art Library: Monday - Friday 09:00-17:00 

 

You are strongly encouraged to wear a face covering when 

moving around inside University buildings or in crowded spaces. 

 

Book returns: You can return books to any of our libraries when 

they are open, or to the Hartley letterbox at any time.  

The Archives and Rare Books search room service is now open 

Tuesday-Thursday 1000-1600. All visits are by prior appointment 

and all visitors will be required to book their visit and to order 

their material at least 3 working days in advance. 

 

You can book a standard booking for 1 day, for which there is a 

limit of 10 items. For bookings of 2 or more concurrent days then 

the limit is 15 items per day. Bookings are made by email-

ing archives@soton.ac.uk providing details of name, University 

ID number (members of the University of Southampton only), 

permanent residential address and contact details, date of visit 

and list of items to be consulted. 

 

At the moment (10th September) the Library is very quiet and 

well worth visiting.  Parking is easily available in the car parks 

close by (eg Pay and Display at junction of University and  

Burgess roads) or in the residential streets behind the Hartley. 

Parking on campus is not allowed between 8am and 5pm Mon 

to Friday, but can be used outside these hours. 

  
Valerie Joynt 

Hon. Librarian 
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Jermyns House, Jermyns Lane, Ampfield, Romsey, Hampshire SO51 0QA  

te l :   0 17 9 4  3 6 77 5 2      em a i l :   a dm in@hg t .o rg .uk  

 

Membership Application Form 
 

Title & Name 

Address 

 
 

Postcode Telephone 
 

Email 
 
 

All information given is solely for the use of the Hampshire Gardens Trust and will not be given to third parties. 
 

Please tick here if youwould like newsandupdatesfromthe Trust to be sentto youbyemail 

 
 

Membership Fees 
 

Single annual membership £25.00 Joint/family annual membership   £35.00 

Single life membership   £400 Joint/family life membership   £500 
 

Please make your cheque payable to Hampshire Gardens Trust or complete the attached Banker’s Order 
 

Gift Aid Declaration 

Hampshire Gardens Trust is a registered charity and is eligible for the Gift Aid Scheme. By signing the declaration 
below, the Trust can reclaim tax increasing your donation by 25% at no extra cost to yourself. 

 

I would like the Hampshire Gardens Trust to reclaim tax on my subscription that I am making from this 
date, having paid at least as much UK tax. 

 

Signed Date 
 
 

 

 
How You Can Help 
Active membership is vital and we need help in all sorts of activities. If you would like to become more 
involved, please tick the relevant boxes below: 
 

 I would like to help organise visits and events 

 I would like to research and record our historic parks and gardens 

 I would like to help with fundraising and publicity 

 I would like to help monitor and check relevant planning applications 
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Jermyns House, Jermyns Lane, Ampfield, Romsey, Hampshire SO51 0QA  

Te l :   0 1 7 9 4  3 67 7 52      Em a i l :   a dm in@hg t .o rg .uk  

 

BANKER’S ORDER FORM 
 

Please fill in and return to the above address 

 
To:  Bank plc 

Address: 
 
  

 
 
  

Date: 
 
  

 
Please pay CAF Bank (s/c 40-52-40) to the credit of 

Hampshire Gardens Trust, Account Number: 
 

 0 0 0 3 0 7 6 0  

 
The sum of: £  in words:  

                                     (Single Membership - £25.00 / Joint Membership - £35.00) 
 

Commencing on:  and thereafter on 1st January annually,  

until further notice and debit my/our account number: 
 

Sort Code:   
Account Number:   

 
 
Name (capitals): 

 
 

 
Address: 

 
 

 
 

 
Postcode: 

 

 
Email: 

 
 

 
Signature(s): 
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